
Some of you may remember purchasing 
little beaded animals and small 
watercolors from a young artist named 
Emma Vandermeer from her table out 
front of Terry’s Henry’s Barber Shop, in 
Coldwater.  Now 21 years old, Emma has 
emerged as a fine watercolor artist in her 
own right.  “I have painted all my life,” 
states Vandermeer.  “My father, who makes 
a living as an artist, encouraged me to keep 
practicing so I would improve.”

Emma started painting in Orillia at a 
young age.  She credits Orillia’s vibrant art 
scene, influence from other artists, and her 
own family for helping her decide she wanted 
to be an artist when she grew up.  “When 
my dad, Richard Vandermeer, had his studio 
on Peter St., I would make my rounds and 
visit the other artists,” she tells.  “They all 
inspired me”.

Emma would tag along with her dad at 
summer art shows.  She began selling her 
own creations at the age of 8.  One time, 
at “Starry Night” in Orillia, she made 
sixty dollars in one night.  “It’s really 
encouraging when people want to buy your 
art”, she delights.  As the year’s progressed, 
purchasers found Emma’s art irresistible, 
causing her dad to joke that she was stealing 
his customers!

Another time during Orillia’s “Side-
walk Sale Days” a woman came to Emma’s 
table and handed her a bag with over 
200 Prismacolor pencil crayons in it. The 
stranger, no longer in need of them, must 
have seen something in the young artist.  
Emma recalls, “the woman had some type 
of physical disability”. Both surprised and 

thrilled by the generosity, Emma instantly 
recognized the value of the gift. “Each pencil 
costs over two dollars to buy,” she says.

Most comfortable working with 
watercolors, Emma Vandermeer has been 
trying Prismacolor, markers and pastels.  
She also just recently, started to practice 
drawing and painting portraits.  

“I love to paint animals, landscapes and 
other fine art subjects, as well as Fanart-
-Harry Potter, Marvel, Anime, Star Wars, 
etc.” says Emma.

Taking her skill to the next level, Emma 
Vandermeer has been working on promoting 
and selling her artwork online through her 
ETSY shop (an established online artist 
selling platform). “I love reading — I would 
have to say it’s my favourite pastime, beside 
art” she tells. “I decided to combine my love 
of reading with that of painting. As a result, I 
offer a wide variety of original art bookmarks 
in my Etsy shop. Most are themed after 
the fandoms I love, but some are floral and 
animal designs. These make great gifts 
and are very affordable!” She saved up and 
purchased her own color printer and paper, 
ensuring she, the artist, has full control over 
the final product.  

Balancing a career with McDonalds Corp., 
Emma sets time aside, every couple of days, 
to draw and paint. She is currently working 
on three private commissions plus some 
celestial themed originals for this year’s “Go 
Galactic” Coldwater Steampunk Festival.  

Oh…and about those leftover size 6 seed 
beads from her teenage years? 

Emma has passed them down to her little 
sister Anastasia (age 11) who is making 
beaded dragons with them. “She uses patterns 
from her own mind”, muses Emma.  

N a t h a n  Ye l l ’ s  d e b u t 
E P,  S y n c h r o n i z e d 

S t r a t i f i c a t i o n ,  i s  a n 
e x p e r i m e n t a l  j o u r n e y 
reminiscent of old John Cage, 
clanging, sound exploration, 
and creative theory.

h t t p s : / / a l b u m . l i n k /
ca/i/1555159490
Album cover credit: Erika Doner. 
Look for Erika in our July issue.

Nestled in the village of 
Warminister, Ontario, an old 
church stands. Converted 
into a studio, the room 
can contribute to a sound. 
Beyond a haunting presence, 
microphones surround the kit. 

The first track recorded 
on this project, and a 
representation of movement, 
the drums are presented with 
brushes. Between timing and 
sound, a movement was laid for 
the percussion.Chimes, metal 
tongue drums, rattles, triangle, 
timbales, congas, cowbells, 
clickers, pan flutes, and an 
ocarina all find their place. 

Even the makeshift plastic 
wrapped pandemic teaching 
panel sneaks in on “growing 
down” at about 4:30)As the 
electrified acoustic steps into 
elements of depth, distortion, 
rise and falls to conclude 
each passage.

Long-time drummer and 
birchbark crafter, Nathan Yell 
hails from Coldwater, Ontario 
and specializes in a mixture of 
alternative song writing and 
contemporary arrangements. 

His musical vision challenges 
conventions of genre while 
incorporating a balance of 
percussion, synthesizer, guitar 
and occasional words. 

Synchronized Stratification 
brings a mixture of improvised 
material and progressive sounds 
for multiple instruments. 

Tracklist
1.   Wild
2.   Wild Creeping Thyme
3.   Growing Down
4.   A One Way Street

h t t p s : / / d r u m n a t e d r u m .
bandcamp.com/ 
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Last year the Coldwater Steampunk 
Festival celebrated 10 years. Due 

to covid-19 this milestone event was 
modified. In 2021, the 11th edition 
of the festival is not happening as 
we know it. Once again, there will 
be no crowds, vendors, or stages. 
Modifications will be like those in 
2020:  a mix of both online and intown 
programming. Although optimism is in 
the air, the health and safety of all is 
top priority.

For anyone new to the area, the 
Coldwater Steampunk Festival is a 
youth-inspired Arts and Cultural event 
that takes place each August in the 

village of Coldwater. The beloved event 
grew to be an organic phenomenon, 
attracting thousands of costumed 
attendees, visitors, and tourists. 
With a focus on local arts and history, 
reading and recycling, the festival is 
free, inclusive, and accessible. 

The Coldwater Steampunk Festival 
is a not-for-profit corporation with a 
community account at TD Bank. We 
are always looking for new volunteers, 
community partners and corporate 
sponsors. Please drop us a line today, 
we need you. 

Thank you, from Suzy Burtenshaw 
and Debra Tice.

Let your imagination and creativity collide: Go Galactic!
Travel back in time to the Victorian Era, and create an alternative future! 
Fueled by the Industrial Revolution and Steam-powered technology, the 
Coldwater Steampunk Festival takes you to the stars this year!
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the Coldwater planet is an independent 
FrEE monthly summer news 
publication with a focus on the 2021 
Coldwater steampunk Festival news and 
area Arts & Culture. 

Do you know of an Arts-related event, or 
other light-hearted musing of cultural 
interest? please contact us! (we reserve 
the right to publish. space is limited.) 
thank you!

publisher:

Coldwatersteampunk400@gmail.com
705-715-6950
www.steampunkfestivalcoldwater.com

Editor-in-Chief: suzy Burtenshaw

Editor & Graphics: Heather keery

Graphic Design wendy killaire,
& Layout: 3 Dog north Design

printer: mcLaren press

monthly sue Creighton
Contributors: stan Joskowitz

Columnists: melissa small
 sarah pickard

steampunk is a retrofuturistic subgenre 
of science fiction that incorporates 
technology and aesthetic designs inspired 
by 19th-century industrial steam-
powered machinery. such technologies 
may include fictional machines like 
those found in the works of H.G. wells 
and Jules verne.

melissa’s 
Cosplay 
minutes 

By melissa small

Welcome to 
Paradise. 

That’s right I’m 
here to help you 
with all your 
cosplay needs 
and ideas. 

This year’s 
theme is Space. I’m taking the big black 
ball of nothing, well except for the stars, 
galaxies and planets all jumbled into a 
smorgasbord of Steampunk Heaven.

I thought for my first article I could 
cover some ideas and inspiration for 
building your next cosplay. 

First and fore most Cosplay is for 
FUN. It all depends on how far you 
can go as a builder. Remember Thrifts 
stores are your friends. Yes, you can 
reuse outfits and turn them into 
steampunk gold.

Everyone starts off as a beginner, 
with practise and learning new tricks 
of the trade you can build some very 
elaborate costumes. 

For this article I thought I just give 
ideas on what you could do for space. 

When I think Space Steampunk, 
I think Jules Verne, but there are 
other ideas as well. Like for instance.  
Star Wars, Star Trek, Orville, Aliens, 
Treasure planet movie, Firefly, 
Transformers, Doctor Who, Marvel, 
DC, Farscape, Stargate, V and many 
more. All of which you can just take a 
character and steampunk it. 

I will give you an example. One of 
my favorite Characters I made for the 
Coldwater Steampunk Festival is the 
Steampunk Bounty Hunter Twi Lek. 
(Twi lek are from Star Wars. First 
intruded in Jabba’s Palace in Return of 
the Jedi) 

I took an old steampunk Corset I 
had and an old pair of gauntlets.  Then 
I found a blue stretchy suit I found at 
a thrift store (repaired it) and I made 
the skirt from an old piece of leather 
and added some gears. The head piece 
was made by Paradise, but If you 
want to buy Lekku Pam is the way 
to go. (Twi’lek Pam.com). The googles 
I purchased from an Anime North 
vendor and I added more parts to them. 
The face makeup is from Snazaroo.

I put this outfit together at the event 
and it went off so well. I also modified it 
to do a Jedi and Sith-Lords Steampunk. 
My next goal is a steampunk Mando. 

So many ideas out there for Space. I 
hope this helps you to decide what you 
want to wear.

Remember to have fun and enjoy 
the build. 

Please remember to enter the 
Coldwater Streampunk costume and 
Elmvale Sci fi Contests.

Cheers, be safe and see you next 
month. 

LAND ACkNOWLEGEMENT
We will begin this event The 2021 
Coldwater Steampunk online festival 
by acknowledging that we are meeting 
on aboriginal land that has been 
inhabited by Indigenous peoples 
from the beginning. As settlers, we’re 
grateful for the opportunity to meet 
here and we thank all the generations of 
people who have taken care of this land 
for thousands of years. In particular 
we acknowledge the Anishnabek 
nation, specifically the Ojibway/
Chippewa peoples of Rama First 
Nation. The Coldwater heritage mill 
acknowledges that its original owners 
were the Ojibway of the Coldwater 
Narrows Reserve and that the land it 
resides on is the traditional territory of 
Anishnabek (ah-nish-nah-bek) Nation, 
specifically the Chippewas of Rama 
First Nation Chi Miigwetch (thank you 
very much) and everyone have a safe 
and wonderful day!

message from the Chair 
and vice-Chair (co-founders)

Artist irina Grobman 

painting Artist John 

David Anderson 

painting the Coldwater 

Grist mill on may 31st, 

2021. (more about these 

two Artists in the next 

issue).

We acknowledge the financial support 
of the Depart. of Canadian Heritage

Betty’s
Bargain Barn
Garage sale

Saturday, June 26th,
Friday, July 2nd,

Saturday, July 3rd,
7:00 am – 2:00 pm

1807 Mt. Stephen Rd.
Coldwater, Ontario

705-686-3991

Antiques, Collectibles,
Home & Cottage Decor

705-686-3493
14 Coldwater Road

www.facebook.com/
ColdwaterSteampunkFestival
https://www.youtube.com/channel/
UCFVS52e7qMgWiLslM0VVw7g



The path could give you the early 
morning mist rising from the water 

in the light of dawn. It could also give 
you pain in parts of your body you used 
but little.  It led toward the future. It 
was a symbol of the past. It could calm 
your spirit.

It has tales to tell. Let them begin.  
Somewhere near Gis-si-nause-bing 

on the Miikaans  Aisance sat with a 
companion and ate. The day would 
be perfect for the ground they would 
pass over. The trail ahead would lead 
to Mnjikaning and their meeting with 
others about the rumours.

More changes were about to be 
forced upon them. More isolation. More 
land lost. Aisance’s hopes were high 
that this would be the end of it but he 

was wary. The chief ’s companion had 
not been himself since the start of the 
trek. Perhaps Aisance could help.

“The path hasn’t changed much 
but everything else around us like 
a waterspout, is unpredictable and 
powerful.”

“I know, Aisance, I know. I had 
another dream again last night.”

“You have been having many 
dreams, every night since we started. 
You behave like you are lost in the 
thick morning fog. You don’t hear me; 
sometimes I think you don’t even know 
me. What dream is it today?”

“Women, more women in costumes 
unlike any I’ve seen before. Last night 
they were sitting in a house on the 
Coldwater river laughing and dancing. 

The night before that they were all in 
black laughing and dancing around a 
fire outside a different house and the 
night before that was so strange, I 
can’t even describe it. A strange vessel 
appeared near Cowan’s landing. A 
Frenchman and an Englishman stepped 
away from it and began to shout at each 
other. Strange nights and even stranger 
dreams. Am I well Aisance? “

“Any Anishinaabek women?”
“ Well yes a few of those too.”
“Maybe we should talk about those 

women first. I am sure that we can 
talk of many things on the path. 
The Miikaans is the way. It soothes 
the spirit to let the path lead your 
feet. There are many stories on the 
Miikaans and I have a few tales you 

have not heard my friend. The Miikans 
has things to reveal if you watch and 
listen.   Shall we go?”

This story is the first of 4 threads 
which I would like to become a   
Steampunk Choose Your Own Reality 
Adventure. Anyone is free to add to 
this story or write a prequel of either 
truth or fantasy.

This path did exist for 1,000s of years 
prior to our starting date of 1835.It 
also existed after this date in various 
configurations; as the Coldwater road, 
the Stagecoach Road and now exists as 
a highway (NO. 12). 

Now you may take this and the other 
tales that will follow and expand the 
stories to wherever your imagination 
takes you.
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miikaans - the path (story 1) 1835 By paul rollinson

notE:  this is the first of 4 stories by local Historian paul rollinson, that are meant to be the stArt of 4 longer stories. You can submit a section for any story or complete the story. paul 
will then edit and create a “Choose your own adventure story” which contains his beginning and your submissions. will it ever get published? who knows but it might be a fun project for 
anyone who feels creative during these lingering Covid days? there could be 4 “Choose your own steampunk Adventures”.  1. Based on the miikaans story 2. Based on a victorian suffragette 
theme at Lauglin Falls. 3. Another extension on Jules verne and H.G. wells theme of landing their time machine at Cowan’s landing in 1834 (how do they get back to the 19th century) and 
the last 4. Based on witches in the Legion story (21st Century) given that there are lots of witches in the Coldwater witches walk. Are any of them related to the notorious witch who lived 
on the left bank of the Coldwater river in the 19th century? And now the beginning of paul’s story...

This year 
p r o p e r t y 

owners are 
being urged to 
let their lawns 
and dandelions 
grow for an extra 
month before 

mowing them down, this in an effort to 
help pollinators such as bees feed after 
a winter’s slumber.  

Pollinating creatures are under 
contstant threat from human activities 
to the point that many species are 
crashing. This is a huge ecological 
disaster unfolding before our eyes. The 

delayed mowing is a small but welcome 
gesture, but a case of too little too late. 

Severn Township can play a 
much bigger role. Every year along 
countless rural roads in our area, 
myriad wildflowers and herbs grow in 
splendour: Just as they are in peak 
bloom, The Township sends crews in 
infernal machines to hack and chop 
every living plant lining the ditches 
and shoulders. The powers that be have 
the Victorian attitude that nature is 
unruly and must be tamed. They claim 
that they do this to keep the roads and 
sightlines free of vegetation. 

Having spent most of my summers 
in Severn Falls, I have observed the 
carnage firsthand. The day before the 
cutting, I walk along the shoulder and 
I note the thousands of bees and other 
insects busily working the beautiful 
asters and wildflowers. The roads in 
August are made lovely by all the 
blooming foliage. I also note that these 
plants are nowhere near encroaching 
on the road. If left alone they die back 
with the first frost. 

The day after the Township butchers 
the greenery, the whole place looks like 
a bad haircut. Bullrushes have their 
heads chopped off; the gorgeous asters 

so full of purple flowers are lopped off 
and lying on the ground. Blackberries 
and raspberries sweet and ripe rot in 
the ditch chopped to bits. All of the bees 
fly around looking confused. A waste 
of time, energy, and money just to de-
beautify our resplendent rural areas 
and deprive pollinators of their pre-
winter forage. 

When I mention this to officials, they 
patronize me as some goofy hippie tree-
hugger, and they trot out the same lame 
reasons for the hideous waste: “It’s all 
for public safety”, they say.  Well I say 
Bullsh*t! Stop wasting our tax dollars 
killing and maiming nature.

Grampa Grumpy pants By Columnist stan Joskowitz 

note:  opinions expressed are solely my own and do not express the views and opinions of my employer, this publication, sponsors, or creators.



1 What event banner is displayed 
when coming into town?

2 Born in Coldwater, the undefeated 
George Gray held the Shot Putting 
Record before it even became an 
Olympic Sport.  When was he born? 
(Day / Year)

3 Take and email us a photo of 
someone reading a book at a Severn 
Township Library “StoryWalk” 
Location (10 points). Earn an 
EXTRA 10 Points  for each person 
reading a book in the photo!

4 Look for the count down sign in a 
window and tell us how many days 
until Christmas!

5 Coldwater’s main street has many 
buildings with their original tin 
ceilings inside.  Visit the shops 
on both sides of Coldwater Road, 
starting with the Hardware store 
in the north, and ending at the 
Ice Cream Shop in the south. 
How many shops still have tin 
ceilings inside?

6 Turn off Coldwater Rd. onto Gray 
Street from the North…what is the 
name of the first business you see 
on the LEFT?

7 What animal do you see painted 
on a building near Coldwater Road 
and Gray Street? Take and email 
us photo of yourself or a friend with 
the painting in the background for 
an EXTRA 10 Points.

8 Take and email us a photo of 
police car, fire truck or ambulance 
in Coldwater. (10 points) Earn 
an EXTRA 50 Points … if there 
is a police officer, firefighter, or 
paramedic in the picture. Please 
remember Covid-19 protocols!

9  Go to St. Andrew’s 
Church. How 
many triangles 
are around the 
rim of the round 
“rose” stain-
glassed window? 

10 Find a house with gingerbread 
trim. What is its address? (10 
points)

11 Can you find a street or road sign 
(near the Ministry of Magic) that 
includes the first and last name 
of a famous Coldwater citizen? (10 
points) (First Name / Last Name)
Earn an EXTRA 10 Points  if you 
can tell us why they are famous!

12 Find a house or building with a 
yellow door. What is its address? 
(10 points)

13 How many bridges can you count 
on River Street? (Please stay on 
public property.)

14 Go to the Village Green park beside 
Home Hardware. Read the names 
on the leaves of the metal tree. 
What do they represent?   

15 Find the entrance to where the 
Utoff trail leads to Waubaushene.  
What small hamlet (place) would 
you have to pass through, on your 
way to Waubaushene? 

16 Go behind the Mill and enjoy a 
picnic near the Music Barn.  Take 
an email us a photo of your picnic 
for 10 points. Earn an EXTRA 10 
Points … if the food is take-out 
from Coldwater AND you email us 
the name of the café/ restaurant 
where it was purchased. 

17 What type of old, rusty, Made-In-
Canada vehicle is parked outside 
of 2 Mill Street? (Make / Year = an 
EXTRA 10 Points!)

18 Visit the Ice Cream Shop. Look for 
a sign that says, “The Coldwater 
River, winding its way to … “ 
Where does the river wind to? Hint 
– 2 Words

19 What business is located at 
Southorn Road? Hint: white stuff 
is in the name 

20 What great cultural treasure can 
be found on Woodrow Road, and 
seen from Highway 12? (10 points)

21 How many blue metal flag banners 
can you count in Coldwater’s 
business  district?

22 Take and email us a photo of a 
receipt for $5.00 or more, showing 
that you have enjoyed some food 
and/or beverages from a restaurant 
or shop in Coldwater.  (10 points)

23 Take and email us a photo of your 
entire team doing Charlie’s Angels 
poses in front of the Coldwater 
Mill!

24 Guess the length of Phill Holder’s 
“Steampunk Factory Submarine.” 

25 Take and email us a photo at 
Platform 9 ¾ OR  Dr. Who’s 
Telephone booth  for 10 points. 
Earn an EXTRA 30 Points …if 
anyone in the photo is sporting 
Harry Potter inspired costume or 
accessories in the photo. 

Bonus QuEstion 
White kind of bird sits on top of the 
tree stump on River Street? (20 Points)

Bonus QuEstion 
Coldwater’s Glenn Howard is a 
Canadian Legend in which winter 
sport? Hint: It’s 7 letters long (10 points)

Have fun becoming Coldwater Trivia Wizards by letting us guide you as you 
explore our “Village on the River.” Costumes encouraged but not required. 
Special prizes during community event days! 
°  Earn 5 points per question, or value shown
°  Earn EXTRA points by emailing photos of your fun adventure, and completing 

other tasks. 
°  Answer at least 15 questions. 

°  Drop off your form at the Severn Township Library (Mail slot).  Wait three days, 
and then return to pick up your participation prize(s) during operating hours.  

Dee Byers, Chief Librarian, Severn Township Public Library, 31 Coldwater Rd. 
Email To: DiscoverColdwater@gmail.com
Email Subject Line: The Hunt – 2021
Please note – By emailing videos and/or images to us, you are giving us full permission to use them in 
print and digital media (i.e. websites and social media).

the 2021 scavenger Hunt
Enjoy this dynamic scavenger hunt, created for you by the Coldwater steampunk Festival & severn township Library!
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Comment j’ai inventé les flotteurs pour les 
aéroptères et devint indépendant de fortune.
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Un jour, lors d’une de mes missions 
en «solo», alors que patrouillais les 

airs dans le Grand Nord, j’eus, encore, 
des ennuis techniques avec mon 
aéroptère. Damnés Gremlins !!! Ils me 
forcèrent à me poser sur une des petites 
îles que je survolai. J’en perdis le train 
d’atterrissage, en plus d’endommager 
sérieusement le dessous de la carlingue 
de mon appareil. Malgré tout, après 
quelques jours de réparation, je réussis 
à rafistoler l’habitacle, mais je ne 
parvins pas à réparer les roues.  Peu 
importait vraiment, puisqu’après une 
rapide exploration de l’île, force était 
de constater qu’il n’y avait aucun 
endroit propice pour que j’y puisse 
faire redécoller mon engin. Tombant 
un peu dans le désespoir, et surtout 
à cours de Whiskey, v’là tu pas que 
j’aperçu soudainement sur l’eau, les 
silhouettes de deux PERSONNES à 
bord d’étranges embarcations… 

Après les avoir laissé toucher terre 
sur la petite plage devant mon camp, 

ils s’approchèrent, l’air intrigué. Ils se 
présentèrent. L’homme s’appelait 
« Outami-tatuk », alors que sa 
compagne se nommait « Piteymitaine 
». J’en fis autant à mon tour. « Bagot, 
Lieutenant Eugène Bagot ». Ils 
parurent un peu étonnés. Peut-être que 
m’a réputation d’As des pilotes m’avait 
déjà précédé dans cette contré lointaine 
et nordique… Nous continuâmes, tant 
bien que mal, à échanger à coup de 
gestes et… de grognements, pour finir 
par nous comprendre. Je leur expliquai 
ma mésaventure.  

Je m’enquis aussi à propos de leurs 
étranges embarcations. Il s’avéra 
que c’étaient des peaux d’une grande 
espèce de phoques, des morses, 
me dirent-ils. Ils en avaient cousu 
tous les orifices, sauf une, pour leur 
permettre de les gonfler comme de gros 
ballons semblables à nos lourdauds 

dirigeables. Alors me vint une idée… Et 
si je fixais sur mon aéroptère deux de 
ces embarcations sous sa carlingue, à 
la place des roues? Je pourrais ensuite 
décoller sur l’eau à partir de la petite 
plage… 

Après avoir chassé deux gros 
spécimens mâles dans une petite baie 
de l’île, que je n’avais pas remarqué 
lors de mon exploration de l’île, nous 
les ramenâmes au camp. Nous fîmes 
de leur viande un grand festin le soir 
même. Mais, nous passâmes les trois 
jours suivant à gonfler les deux peaux, 
après que Piteymitaine en eut cousu, 
consciencieusement, tous les orifices. 

Ainsi, assis en rond autour d’un feu, 
nous nous sommes passés, les deux 
peaux, en soufflant l’un après l’autre 
dans leur « troufignon » pour les gonfler. 
Jusqu’à ce qu’elles soient bien tendues. 
Enfin, avec un mal de tête atteignant 
le 4.0 sur l’Échelle de Richter, et une 
haleine pouvant être déclarée comme 
arme bactériologique… j’entrepris de 
fixer les baudruches sous mon appareil. 
J’y passai toute la nuit.

Le lendemain matin, je dis adieu à 
mes deux amis. Je lançai ensuite à pleine 
puissance le moteur de mon aéroptère. 
Il glissa élégamment sur l’eau comme 
un canard… et s’éleva avec grâce 
une fois qu’il eut pris suffisamment 
de vitesse. Le vol de retour à la base 
fut sans autre pépin, ou Gremlin. 

L’amerrissage sur la Saguenay fut tout 
aussi simple. Inutile de préciser en 
revanche, que ce formidable spectacle 
attira tous les badauds du village, et 
de ceux du voisinage. Peu de temps 
après, ce fut au tour des ingénieurs 
en aéronautiques et des stratèges 
militaire de notre gouvernement et de 
ses alliés qui défilèrent pour étudier 
mon étrange invention. Ils finirent 
par m’offrir un généreux cachet pour 
l’achat de son brevet.  

Ce montant m’eut permis alors, 
si je l’avais voulu, de prendre ma 
retraite dès cet instant. Mais… j’ai 
préféré poursuivre ma carrière de 
pilote et d’explorateur. Étant devenu 
indépendant de fortune, je n’avais 
plus à me soucier des contraintes 
financières. Je pouvais plutôt me 
consacrer à explorer le monde et 
améliorer mon aéroptère.  

 Ma seule déception avec cet 
arrangement, c’est qu’on n’a pas retenu 
le nom que j’ai donné à mon invention. 
Il semble que le terme PHOQUEURS 
n’était pas politiquement correct dans 
certains coins du pays ?!? Alors ils l’ont 
plutôt nommé « FLOTEURS ». Ainsi, la 
prochaine fois que vous verrez dans le 
ciel un appareil muni de ces « flotteurs», 
vous y reconnaîtrez la forme de ces 
grands phoques, que sont les morses, 
et vous saurez à qui on attribue ce 
progrès de l’aviation. 

Crédit :  Extrait du carnet de vol du Lieutenant Eugène Bagot, par Dominique Dufour / Extract from Lieutenant Eugène Bagot’s flight log, by Dominique Dufour
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Elmvale is going virtual this year. 
That is right. We are beaming up 

into the world wide web and coming to 
you online. So that means we are now 
open to the entire world. 

This event raises money for 
the Elmvale Food Bank (https://
e lmva led i s t r i c t f oodbank .ne t / ) . 
All money raised by the festival 
goes to the Food Bank.

As always, we have our popular 
costume contests. Best in Show 
costume wins $500.00 Canadian. 

Kids 13 and under. First place wins 
$50.00 Canadian. Second to sixth 
place will be awarded certificates. All 
other entrants receive a participant 
certificate. Ineligible for Best in Show.

Teen 14 to 17 years old.  First place 
wins $50.00 Canadian. Second to sixth 
place will be awarded certificates. All 
other entrants receive a participant 
certificate. Ineligible for Best in Show.

Novice, Artisan and Master classes 
– First place to sixth place will be 
awarded certificates. All other entrants 
receive a participant certificate. Novice, 
Artisan and Master class participants 
are still eligible for Best in Show.

All rules for Costume classes are 
up on our website. (https://www.
scififestival.ca/)

For the first time we are hosting 
writing contests. All work must be 
original work.  No fan fiction. Must be 
PG 13 / family friendly. All rules for the 

writing contest are up on our website. 
(https://www.scififestival.ca/)

The short story contest has a 2500-
word limit, and first place will be 
awarded $100.00.

The poetry contest has a 60-line limit, 
and first place will be awarded 100.00.

We are also hosting an art contest 
for the first time. As with the writing 
contest all work must be original work. 
No fan art. Must be PG 13 / family 
friendly. All rules for the art contest 
are up on our website. (https://www.
scififestival.ca/)

The Springwater Library is hosting a 
mask contest for kids under 17. Details 
are available on the library website 
(https://www.springwater.library.on.ca/

client/en_US/spring/).
Our guests this year include Paul Lee 

(Mandalorian and kim’s Convenience), 
Ed Greenwood (Forgotten Realms and 
Author), Julie Czerneda (Sci Fi Author) 
and Steve Wolfhard (Artist, voice actor 
and author) and many other authors 
that will be doing reading throughout 
the day. More details about our guests 
is available on our website (https://
www.scififestival.ca/)

We are also featuring for the first 
time an online vendor market.  More 
details to come.

This is a free event! All we just ask 
is you could please donate to Elmvale 
Food Bank.

2021 Elmvale sci Fi Fantasy masquerade 

20 Coldwater Road

Photo credit: Library and Archives Canada, e000756723

Credit for plane illustration: Dominique Dufour



Without diversity there is no 
survival.  We see the evidence in 

nature and we are not separate from 
it. We are all part of this diverse world. 
We all share molecules and are bound 
by commonalities. We are the same, 
yet all different and unique. This is the 
beauty of our existence.

No matter what you believe, where 
you come from, where you live, what 
your religious, spiritual, or world view 
may be — it is evident that we share a 
complex system. A world that thrives 
on diversity.  

It behooves us to understand, 
celebrate, and not be complacent about 
the myriad aspects of diversity in our 
environment, across generations and 
cultures around the world.   

It takes every ‘piece’ to make our 
wonderful ‘whole’. No piece is less 
valuable than any other. We need 
to help each other understand this. 
For those who may not ‘get’ what is 
‘right’, it is undeniably essential to the 
survival of our world. Yes, to exist, in 
diversity we must trust!
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Sa m u e l 
B l a c k w e l l , 

an abolitionist, 
moved his family 
from England to 
the U.S. in 1832. 
There, he bravely 
helped fugitive 

slaves to escape. “All human beings,” 
he said, “are equal.  Black, white, rich, 
poor, men, women: even children have 
their rights!”

He made sure that his daughters got 
the same tutoring as his sons:  history, 
math, Latin, Greek. When people 
asked him what the girls would do with 
all this education, he always answered, 
“They shall do what they please!”  
Although he didn’t live to see it, his 
children would become close friends 
with abolitionists. Also two of his sons 
would marry woman — suffragists…a 
daughter would become a journalist…
and another daughter, Elizabeth, in 
1849 would become the first woman to 
graduate from medical school.

First, Elizabeth Blackwell studied 
anatomy, chemistry, and physics under 
four doctors. But because she was a 
woman, no school would consider her…
until one of the four, Dr. William Elder, 
sent an urgent note to cash-strapped 
Geneva Medical College (in NY state) 
on her behalf. The faculty’s response 
was that the Student Council would 
have to agree to it unanimously. They 
— thinking it a joke — did agree. 
But when their joke backfired, and 
Blackwell actually arrived, it took 
many of them a long time to accept her.  

After first year, she worked at an 
almshouse hospital for four months.  
There, she found drunk nurses, 
bad food, foul air, crowding, lack of 
sunshine…leading to scurvy, typhus, 
cholera, and trachoma (causing 
blindness, and easily spread): all 
preventable, she realized.  

Following graduation, she studied 
nursing in Paris (their medical schools 
wouldn’t take women). One day, tired 
and overworked, she had to wash 
a baby’s trachoma-infected eyes in 
the early morning darkness. A little 

of the liquid accidentally spurted in 
her own eye.  It left her blind in that 
eye, with reduced vision in the other.  
Recuperation took months.  

She was invited to London as a 
graduate student.  After that she moved 
to New York. But no one would hire a 
woman doctor. So she fund-raised, and 
opened a dispensary (run by women) 
for indigent women and children. 
Later, more fund-raising would help 
her to start the first nursing school 
in America, a women and children’s 
infirmary, and a women’s medical 
college. She even introduced an “out-
patient service” to teach people in their 
homes proper health habits so they 
could stop disease before it started. 
Her younger sister, Emily (by now a 
doctor too) worked with her.

Dr. Blackwell was invited to London 
for a year to teach her methods. In 
1859, she became the first woman 
placed on the British Medical Register.

Two years later, the Civil War 
started. The draft law was passed.  
But many New Yorkers sided with the 
South, and mobs rioted. In some areas 

of the city, Black people were attacked, 
and their homes ransacked.  

One of the patients in Dr. Blackwell’s 
infirmary was a Black woman. The 
other patients complained, and refused 
to stay in the same room with her. So 
Dr. Blackwell told them firmly that 
those who did not wish to remain would 
be moved to another hospital. “But if it 
is your desire to stay,” she said, “please 
remember that we have no room for 
intolerance here!”

Eight years after that, she returned 
to London. There, she started the 
National Health Society (motto: 
“Prevention is Better than Cure”). 
And she helped establish England’s 
first medical school for women. As 
a lecturer, she taught her students, 
“Remember that your patients are 
human beings — not cases!”...adding 
that the real test is how a doctor treats 
the sick poor. She also wrote several 
books about disease prevention.  

Dr. Blackwell had learned well from her 
father.  And kitty Barry, the seven-year-
old orphan she adopted in 1854, learned 
these same principles from her.

Dr. who? unsung Heroes of medicine  By “nerdette” sue Creighton

in Diversity we trust
By Elizabeth Barbaza-Cousineau 



Whatever you do, don’t sneeze! 
Dr. Morphine, Mr. Ether, 

Nurse Clara Form, and the rest of 
your problematic faves return this 
August with eight more episodes 
about Ontario’s worst cottage hospital 
in Season 2 of THE SAWBONES 
SOCIETY. The degenerates you know 
and love go head to head with the 
brand new Asclepius Association, a 
secret group formed from real doctors 
(or so they claim) with one objective: 
bring down the Sawbones for good.

F            un victorian 
medical Facts!

1. The hospital bug-catcher, who had 
the job of ridding the mattresses of 
lice, was paid more than a surgeon 
at the time.

2. Pus was thought to be a sign a 
wound was healing, because it was 
so common.

3. Some surgeons carved notches into 
their saws for every limb they 
removed.

4. Leeches were used for everything 
from intestinal discomfort to an 
inflamed uterus, internally and 
externally. Strings were threaded 
through their tails for easy retrieval 
if they crawled into an orifice.

5. Some hospitals billed patients 
booking in with their burial costs 
(with refunds given if you beat the 
odds and survived).
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sawbones society By sarah pickard
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steampunk word search
By Elizabeth Barbaza-Cousineau 

S L M D D A E V L O V E

R R W B I O M E E G A P

A G L O V E S D A N C E

E I I G E R A E E R T A

G R O A R B E Z A G O C

D A N C S R N A G O A E

E F T U I A O R D D I A

S F O P T S B G E C N N

E E k E Y S O T k I N I

R S U B Y M A E T S S A

T O P H A T R A P U A R

S P I H S R I A E M I T
ACT
ADD
AGED
AGO
AID
AIRSHIP
ARM
ARMY
ART
ATE
BADE
BIOME

BOA
BOAR
BOG
BONE
BORE
BRASS
CAD
COG
CUP
DANCE
DESERTS
DIE

DOG
DOSE
EAR
EFT
EkE
EMIT
ERA
ERN
EVOLVE
FOP
GAZE
GEARS

GIRAFFES
GLOVES
GRAZED
GOA
HUES
kEY
kIN
LION
MUSIC
OWL
PAGE
PEACE

POSE
READ
ROAR
ROBE
SAY
SEA
SOD
SOU
STUN
STATED
SUB
TAG

TASk
TEA
TIME
TIN
TOP HAT
TRAIN
TRAP
TREE
UP
VENT
VOE
WOE
ZEN

spot the 10 Differences: octibike
By Heather keery

Fallen Phrases – JULES VERNE  
 
Here’s a juicy quote from Victorian Influencer, Jules Verne.  
 
Look to the letters below each column. Stack them from top to bottom in the 
correct order to reveal words reading from left to right.  
 
 
             

             

             

             

             

             

A N N M M N R E A E N A L 

C A O T A G N C M N N E  

  I  M H A K G E R E   

  Y T H I  I  N  O    

    A E        Answers next issue.


