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FREE

THE COLDWATER STEAMPUNK FESTIVAL PRESENTS

The MAjINx 
Virtually 

Impossible Show
The MAJINX VIRTUALLY 

IMPOSSIBLE Show: Coldwater 
Steampunk Edition is the latest creation 
from the renown Steampunk magic & 
illusion company, MAJINX.

It is a real-time virtual magical 
experience which enables you to partake 
in a LIVE performance from the comfort 
of your own home.  Imagine sharing a 
screen with a man who can pluck thoughts 
out of your mind like rabbits out of a 
hat. As members of the virtual audience, 
you will be invited into the Factory 
Fantastic, a secret facility where magical 
props are constructed for magicians 
around the world. Once inside, you will 
partake in the vast array of strange and 
magical experiments that will leave you 

spellbound. This is a totally interactive 
presentation presented on ZOOM in which 
you are not just watching the show… you 
are in the show! So be sure to dress up for 
the occasion. (At least from the waist up!)  

From large-scale illusion to close-up 
miracles, to mind-reading… VIRTUALLY 
IMPOSSIBLE is the ultimate experience 
in virtual magic and mentalism.  

  Your tickets have already been paid for 
by the Coldwater Steampunk Festival, so 
all you have to do is register!  Keep in mind 
that there are limited amount of windows 
available, so don’t wait till the last minute 
to get on board.  Registration is at this 
Eventbrite link... https://bit.ly/3hZWpQF

LET’S DO SOMETHING IMPOSSIBLE 
TOGETHER!

Filming is underway 
for Sawbones 

Society - Season 2 
to be released this 

August. Full feature 
in September edition 

of The Coldwater 
Planet.

Ava LeBlanc (age 11) 
from Waverley, Ont. 
landed a part in this 
year’s production. 

m



Gnang by artist 
Lawrence Connelly

A manda and her family recently 
moved to Coldwater. “This activity 

was such a fantastic way to introduce 
us to the town and history of Coldwater. 
We spent the entire day learning and 
exploring town. We were able to meet so 
many lovely people,” she stated. 

The Scavenger Hunt can be found 
on page 4 of the June edition of The 
Coldwater Planet, or pick up at the Severn 
Township Library at 31 Coldwater Road 
in Coldwater.

“Thank you for putting this hunt 
together,” said Amanda Brunne.
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The Coldwater Planet is an independent 
FREE monthly summer news publication 
with a focus on the 2021 Coldwater Steampunk 
Festival News and area Arts & Culture. 

Do you know of an Arts-related event, or other 
light-hearted musing of cultural interest? 
Please contact us! (We reserve the right to 
publish. Space is limited.) Thank you!

Publisher:

Coldwatersteampunk400@gmail.com
705-715-6950
www.steampunkfestivalcoldwater.com

Editor-in-Chief: Suzy Burtenshaw

Editor & Graphics: Heather Keery

Graphic Design Wendy Killaire,
& Layout: 3 Dog North Design

Printer: McLaren Press

Monthly Sue Creighton
Contributors: Stan joskowitz

Columnists: Melissa Small
 Renee Oettershagen

ANNOUNCEMENT
The Coldwater Steampunk Festival is pleased 
to be the recipient of a $10,000.00 2021 Simcoe 
Tourism Culture and Sports grant. 
A huge thank you!

LAND ACKNOWLEGEMENT
We will begin this event The 2021 
Coldwater Steampunk online festival 
by acknowledging that we are meeting 
on aboriginal land that has been 
inhabited by Indigenous peoples 
from the beginning. As settlers, we’re 
grateful for the opportunity to meet 
here and we thank all the generations of 
people who have taken care of this land 
for thousands of years. In particular 
we acknowledge the Anishnabek 
nation, specifically the Ojibway/
Chippewa peoples of Rama First 
Nation. The Coldwater heritage mill 
acknowledges that its original owners 
were the Ojibway of the Coldwater 
Narrows Reserve and that the land it 
resides on is the traditional territory of 
Anishnabek (ah-nish-nah-bek) Nation, 
specifically the Chippewas of Rama 
First Nation Chi Miigwetch (thank you 
very much) and everyone have a safe 
and wonderful day!

We acknowledge the financial support of 
the Depart. of Canadian Heritage

Let your imagination and creativity collide: Go Galactic!
Travel back in time to the Victorian Era, and create an alternative future! 
Fueled by the Industrial Revolution and Steam-powered technology, the 
Coldwater Steampunk Festival takes you to the stars this year!

www.facebook.com/
ColdwaterSteampunkFestival
YouTube Channel: 
Coldwater Steampunk Festival TV

Sisters, Reilly-Marie and Jolene Brunne participating in 
the Scavenger Hunt.  Photo credit: Amanda Brunne

Born and raised in Coldwater Ontario, 
Mackenzie Hillard has always loved 

Steampunk. “The festival has been a big 
part of my life since its inception,” she 
says, “I have often contributed big ideas 
and things for the event”.

“Since the Coldwater Steampunk 
festival’s existence in our small town, 
I have been hatching a dream. It 
started with a transport problem from 
downtown Coldwater to the Canadiana 
Museum.  I thought to myself, what kind 
of Steampunk contraption could help me 
with this? My mind went to the rickshaw,” 
remembers Mackenzie. 

Bikes have been around since Victorian 
times. One of the first was the boneshaker: 
A bicycle made from wood that Dandies 
were known to ride astride and typically 
crash - much to the amusement of those 
who did not approve of their dress styles.

Slowly as peddle-powered vehicles 
evolved, creative minds turned to mixing 
carriages with bikes - producing very 
lovely looking contraptions with the 
added flair of elegance you’d expect from 
the era.  “This is what I intend to achieve 
using the rickshaw I have recently 
procured”, tells Mackenzie.

A lot of the original bikes were inspired 
by the mixing of the technologies of the 
time with the aesthetic of fashion. “I aim 
to mimic this idea and open the door to 
any suggestions in its development”, 
invites Mackenzie.  

Find her with the Rickshaw this August 
Saturday mornings, at the Coldwater Mill 
Farmer’s Market.

The first question you get when you’re in 
Steampunk character is a variation of, 

“What is that supposed to be?” You answer 
with some version of “It’s a Steampunk 
thing.” And that gets you “What IS 
Steampunk?” Well, there are so many 
answers but to me, most likely only to me; 
Steampunk is the descendant of 1967, the 
Summer of Love: The whole hippie thing 
with long hair, bellbottoms, happenings, 
and music of every description psychedelia.

In fashion and décor there was a lot 
of Victorian style on display in 1960’s 
Swinging London, Greenwich Village NY, 
San Francisco, Yorkville Village; with bits 
in so many towns and cities in the world. 
Sgt. Pepper’s Lonely Hearts Club Band 
was heard everywhere and many took 
their dress cues from that. 

Time moved on and sci-fi/comic-book 
cons and cosplay came to full flower 
with geeks and nerds who didn’t a flying 
fudgicle about the opinions of others – they 
were going to dress up as Batman, Wonder 
Woman and whatever pleased them. 

At the same time, science fiction stories 
and novels appeared set in a sort of Victoria 
era but with high-tech steam power. This 
all coalesced into a DIY cosplay movement 
that started with their own character or 
a Steampunk version of their favourite 

hero, like a Steampunk IronMan. The 
creativity that each person puts into the 
look and style of their own persona is such 
a celebration of art and life. 

The few Steampunk stories at the 
beginning became their own supercharged 
genre. In both the fiction and practice 
of Steampunk I find most important is 
the creation of the alternate Steampunk 
universe. The most valuable change in 
all this was re-imagining history without 
colonial era mentality. 

Steampunk shows us a better world, 
not a ‘normal’ world. I find it far better to 
play in that universe than the trending 
apocalypse of the current reality. I also see 
truly humane tolerance and compassion at 
play in Steampunk and at its best it offers 
hope to everyone who enjoys things like 
top hats, goggles, parasols and flattering 
Victorian fashion. 

And the last part of this ‘definition’ is 
that it’s real fun. Just look at the pictures 
in Coldwater Steampunk Photography 
over the years and it’s as clear as the 
goggles on your face, unless your character 
uses round rimmed glasses with extra clip-
on lenses. Tell us about your Steampunk 
Persona. – Mil Sepic, Lindsay, Ontario 
aka Lt. Milford Isiah Langford, late of the 
Queens Own Rangers.

Guest Editorial by Mil Sepic 



A BIG hello to all my quad and biped 
friends, welcome to Coldwater!

As the most handsome quad to 
walk the streets of this fine village, 
let me enlighten you from my point of 
view which is about ten inches off the 
ground.

The summer offers an abundance of 
sights, sounds, smells and tastes. There 
is poutine...I love it but the cheese stops 
me from pooing for days!

How about the great sound of 
Canada geese fleeing for their lives 
when I chase them into the Coldwater 
River? So much fun!!!

Maybe you will enjoy the fragrances 
when you enter the Flower Nook or 
the soaps at Red Shed. Myself I would 
rather sniff a hydrant. 

As for “things” you can’t see 

anywhere else a visit to the Steampunk 
Factory is a must while Back in Thyme 
will spark memories of days gone by, 
and Gary’s Crafts at the corner has a 
fabulous selection of gifts and cards. 

When it comes time to recharge 
check out Coldwater’s wonderful 
eateries such as The Tiffany or Em’s 
Café. Outdoor tables are set up so us 
quads can clean up all the crumbs! For 
a complete list visit coldwatervillage.
ca/directory.

Let’s not forget the Coldwater 
River which can all allow for some fun 
kayaking, fishing and natural sight-
seeing.   

Till next time take care, be safe and 
love us quads, which means DON’T 
leave us in a hot car, we would rather 
be at home. 

TAILS from the 

CURB by

It is midsummer in the year 1921. I am a 
scientific engineer. I have cobbled together 

an amazing engine of space time distortion. 
My peers at the University in Toronto 
scoffed at me and mocked my machine 
when I presented my ideations regarding 
the warping of time and space, to travel in 
time if you will. My mechanation does indeed 
traverse time, as I have just now returned 
from such a fantastical journey.

My time machine shelters in a shed, 
hidden from prying eyes, behind a general 
emporium near the bank of the Coldwater 
River, on the main street. By now you are 
clucking your tongue in disbelief as to the 
veracity of my claimed adventure. If you 
read on you may well want to brace yourself 
for more shocks as I recount the events I 
witnessed in Coldwater anno 2021.

I arrived at the self same spot behind 

the Emporium. Many people were milling 
around bedizened in odd costumery. 
There were queer sculptures and models 
of technology seemingly mimicking the 
machinery of my own age.

This was, I learned later, an homage to 
the old ways of a century past. I had arrived 
during an annual pageant with a strange 
nomenclature: The Coldwater Steampunk 
Festival. This year’s theme: Galaxies. The 
choice of theme turned out to be beyond 
irony. As I will now explain.

I heard a sound like a thunderclap, and 
a fireball was streaking in the sky coming 
right for us. It appeared to be a saucer 
shaped vessel, silver in colour. There was 
a flash of fire, an odour of brimstone, and 
the vehicle plowed into the soil. About 
half of the small ship was protruding from 
the ground. A hatch opened and two grey 

skinned humanoids emerged. They had 
large craniums and eyes disproportionately 
large for their diminutive torsos and long 
spindly limbs. They were non-threatening 
and were injured. Purple blood was oozing 
from their wounds.

The good Steampunk folks were a diverse 
group of talented people with open minds. 
They quickly realized that constables and 
government fops and dandies would soon 
be swarming the village to study what had 
crashed. If these authorities were to find 
our space-faring friends, they and their 
ship would be taken to an area called 51 to 
be poked and prodded.

The organizers of the festival quickly 
took charge. They placed the injured aliens 
on gurneys in an exhibit tent and made it 
look like an alien autopsy display as part 
of the festival. What looked like an autopsy 

was actually medical treatment. A local 
group of Steampunk artists decorated the 
crashed ship, in effect disguising it as a 
galaxy-themed art piece.

Very soon the G-Men and constabulary 
swooped in. Their radar tracking devices led 
them to the site. The stalwart Steampunk 
people maintained the deception. They all 
claimed to have seen a meteor splash into 
the river. The great citizenry of a future 
Coldwater saved two very nice beings from 
another galaxy and helped them repair 
their saucer.

Nobody even noticed my time machine 
as it blended in with the other exhibits. I 
discreetly returned to my own era and was 
able to write this report. If you read this in 
100 years, you would be wise to go to the 
Coldwater Steampunk Festival 2021 and 
see true space visitors with your own eyes.

Exclusive to the Coldwater Planet. The following article was reported to be found among a cache of 100 year old documents in the basement of a building in Coldwater, Ontario.

Log Entry August 7, 1921 Submitted by Stan joskowitz 
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Open 12pm to 9pm 
Daily til Labour Day

32 Coldwater Road

Monday - Saturday 10 - 4
Sunday 11:30 - 3

9  C o l dwat e r  r oa d

705 686 7655

GARY’S
cRAftS
& GiftS

cottage & Home Decor
Helium Balloons, Wood Products,

Gift Wrap, Bags & cards

6 colDWAteR RD. colDWAteR

705-686-3355

This month’s 
ECO topics 

include: Making 
conscious efforts 
on waste reduction; 
RETHINKING our 
weekly curbside 
routines; Making 
our recycling and 

waste facility more efficient; and reducing 
pollution. 

Simcoe Waste Management website - is 
a great source for helping you sort what 
goes where. I know it seems confusing at 
first, but a couple new tips a week can 
greatly decrease contamination of recycling 
materials and increase the efficiency of our 

waste management facility. Check out the 
waste wizard at www.simcoe.ca/dpt/swm/
where.
COLLAPSING CONTAINERS: Notice that 
when recycling is collected, there is no 
compactor to crush down the recyclables?  
This is because we have glass in our 
recycling bins and crushing glass would 
cause a safety hazard. Consider folding or 
crushing any large containers you place in 
the recycling bin: milk cartons, tetra-paks, 
water jugs and bottles, or anything with 
a lot of air. These take up a large portion 
of the recycling truck, leading to trucks 
getting fuller faster, hence having to make 
more trips during the day to the recycling 
depot, which in turn adds more pollutants 

to the air. So, if you are able, collapse and 
fold large containers into as small a space 
as possible. 
CARDBOARD: The same rule can apply to 
cardboard. By breaking down cardboard 
and piling it up one beside the other (or 
into another box) you make it easier for the 
workers to come along and pick it up, plus 
save space in the truck.
ORGANICS: AVOID PUTTING ANYTHING 
ORGANIC into the BLUE BINS. This 
simply contaminates the ENTIRE TRUCK, 
sending the contents of the truck straight 
to WASTE (which is what we are trying to 
avoid).  Please remember there is no one at 
the recycling plant to sort individual waste.   

We need this step done at home.  
WASH YOUR CONTAINERS: To avoid 
contamination, please put organics in 
the green bin and give containers a quick 
rinse. I suggest using used water at the 
end of washing dishes in the sink. At the 
end of the night after everything has been 
cleaned, give any yogurt or peanut butter 
containers, etc. a rinse. If it is fresh, it is 
usually just a quick rinse, make sure most 
of the food is off, then it can go directly into 
the blue bin.

Together we can make better choices 
to help streamline what goes in our 
recycling facility and lengthen the life of 
our County dumpsite.

ECO Corner  By Renee Oettershagen 



Alec Jordan is a driven young filmmaker from  
Penetanguishene, who has a passion for storytelling and 

an eye for cinematography. His goal is to tell people’s stories 
through video in a way that represents and compliments 
who they are. Alec held the title - Director of Photography 
for award winning “Happily Off Track’’ (Best Student Film, 
Sudbury Cinifest – CTV Best in Shorts 2018) as well as his 
short documentary “Seeing Sound” (Best Student Film – 
North Bay Film Festival 2018) (Best Student Film, Sudbury 
Cinifest – CTV Best in Shorts 2019). 

Alec intends to pursue his passion for creating and 
storytelling by investing his time into documentary 
filmmaking and music video productions.

Visit Alec’s Vimeo Collection: https://vimeo.com/
jordanvideo

Alec’s Audio Video Club: https://www.youtube.com/user/
nasa1171997/videos

Clouse Hevy - TELL ME HOW (Official Music Video): 
https://youtu.be/DGIVThGJInY

Seeing Sound - Short Documentary ( Director, 
Cinematographer & Editor)

For over 25 years, Quest Art School 
+ Gallery has been committed to 

bringing arts and culture to the North 
Simcoe community. We recognize the 
importance that art and culture plays 
in the civic, political, social, economic 
and environmental lives of a community. 
Further, we believe wholeheartedly in the 
significance of art and culture as a means 
of social engagement and connection, 
providing benefits that affect individuals 
mentally, emotionally, and physically. 

Through exhibitions, art classes, 
volunteer opportunities, and a combination 

of in-person/remote workshops for people of 
all ages, we strive to make art accessible to 
all who wish to engage. 

Supporting and contributing to local 
events is also part of what we do. Thus, 
we’re very thrilled to have the opportunity 
to engage with the Coldwater Steampunk 
Festival and lend assistance where we have 
been able to! 

If you want to learn more about how to 
get involved, or want to know more about 
our various programmes and opportunities, 
please visit “questart.ca”, or send us an 
email at create@questart.ca!
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ARTIST PROFILE: Alec jordan, Filmmaker

By Abigail LaChapelle

3015 Southorn Rd, Coldwater

705-835-6387

Hello! Bonjour! My name is Daniel Laurin, 
I’m 17, and I am a bilingual filmmaker 

from Midland, Ontario. I have been producing 
videos since 2015, improving my abilities as 
a cinematographer and storyteller ever since. 

When I was 11, I made a stop-motion movie 
in my bedroom using Lego. From that point 
on, I gained a nagging curiosity to discover 
how the movies and videos I loved were made 
and how I could try and replicate them myself. 

I brought my camera everywhere to see what 
I could capture and what stories I could tell 
by roping in friends and family. This led to 
opportunities for me to work on corporate 
promotional videos, short films, music videos 
and documentaries, things I could never have 
imagined back in 2015. 

Everything I know about filmmaking I 
learned on the internet or by picking up a 
camera and failing hard, learning what I did 
wrong for the next time and adding another 
experience to my skill set. I love the process of 
planning, shooting, editing and viewing films, 
and I can’t wait to work on the next project 
that comes my way. 

I also specialize in editing, photography, 
graphic design and technology, under my 
namesake small business, Daniel Laurin 
Film. You can contact me or learn more online 
at daniellaurinfilm.weebly.com. My work 

can also be found on YouTube by searching 
Daniel Laurin Film or on Instagram @
daniellaurinfilm.

• An Extended Christmas (2020), Directed 
by Chantale Viens. I was the 1st Assistant 
Director, Sound engineer, Editor, Script 
Consultant and a Producer on this film. It was 
quite a challenge to create an independant 
film with real actors during a pandemic, all 
on a micro budget, but I am proud of what we 
accomplished. 

• Échec (2021), a french language sci-fi 
short film. I did most of the technical roles 
on this short, as it was made in collaboration 
with my classmates at school. I loved 
experimenting with the themes of science 
fiction and dystopianism, some of my favorite 
genres. I also channeled a lot of effort into 
developing my abilities as a director and team 
leader on this project.

ARTIST PROFILE: Daniel Laurin, Filmmaker



Ir i n a 
G r o b m a n 

is an award 
winning artist 
residing in 
Richmond Hill, 
ON. Irina came 
to Canada 
from Ukraine 
in 1999, fell in 
love with the 
country and is 

very happy to call it home ever since.  
Irina believes that we should never stop 

learning and is always seeking to try new 
mediums, different techniques and subject 
matters through various workshops, talks 
and experiences. 

Irina Grobman is a member of Toronto 
Watercolor Society and pre pandemic ran 
weekly Life Drawing sessions in Richmond 
Hill. Her artistic practice consists 
predominantly of painting from Life, as 
such en plein air, portraits and figures. En 
plein air is a French expression meaning 
“in the open air”, and refers to the act of 
painting outdoors with the artist’s subject 
in full view. Plein air artists capture the 
spirit and essence of a landscape or subject 
by incorporating natural light, color and 
movement into their works.

She is proud to have been featured 
in a number of juried shows and having 
won multiple awards. Her works can be 
found in a number of private collections 
and she paints predominantly in oil. Her 

other passion is photography, and she is 
an owner of V and H Event Photography. 

To find out more follow her on instagram 
and facebook @irinagrobmanart and her 
website www.irinagrobman.com  as well 
as www.vheventphoto.com for her photo 
business. 

A message to the world:  “We are so 
busy with everyday tasks and so trapped 
in our own impression of the world as well 
as making an impression on the world, 
that we fail to experience the joy of the 
simple moment and Irina hopes that her 
paintings will do just that. We don’t need 
to travel to exotic places to experience the 
beauty, we only need to open our hearts 
and be ready for a miracle. “

ARTIST PROFILE: Irena Grobman Continued from June edition.
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Lego Corner: It’s More Than Kid’s Play 
By Elizabeth Anne Barbaza-Cousineau

Credit: Stan Joskowitz circa 1995

There are many ways people have 
been keeping anxiety at bay during 

these stressful pandemic times, for our 
family it has been building with little 
bricks. It could be Lego, Megablocks 
or any compatible brand or the best of 
the mix. Whether boxed builds, simple 
builds, small builds, or completely 
insane original builds, the whole process 
has a positive affect on mental health!

That is not to say that some aspects of 
building do not drive you nuts, but that 
is a healthy part of the challenge, plus it 
keeps your mind off the hard to deal with 
world-wide or personal predicaments.     

It is true that dropping, losing, or even 
searching for those cheeky little pieces 
playing hide-and-seek can have you 
climbing the walls, or at least crawling 
under the table!

Even worse is discovering that you 
used the wrong piece, or put some part 
together wrong, for despite the handy 
brick separator tool, taking apart can be 
harder than putting together. Yet even all 

of that is fun because it is like a puzzle, 
and personally, I love puzzles. For the 
past year, participating members of my 
family have more effectively managed 
soaring anxiety levels, proportionate to 
our surging building skills.

What drives us beyond the mental 
health benefits? Well, for my son Rowan 
and I, the biggest impetus is sharing our 
elaborate brick worlds with others, which 
hopefully will spark your imagination. 
Some of our artful builds include the 
magical world of Harry Potter, floating 
planet-scapes, spaceships and Star 
Wars, a Poké-vision display from the 
world of Pokémon, plus more! 

Yes, building with bricks is an art, 
and a great outlet that drew in my 
daughter Tiana who stated, “I can build 
a better Whomping Willow” than the 
boxed version.

Remember, brick building is for every 
age from two to a hundred and two, it is 
more than kid’s play!



Makoe Stevens is an Obijway Artist/
Artisan who has resided in Orillia, 

Ontario for the past twenty years.  He has 
been making art for fifty years.  “I was in 
my teens when the woodlands style of art 
was just breaking through”, he remembers.  
Woodland Art is a genre of painting among 
First Nations and Native American artists 
from the Great Lakes area, including 
Northern Ontario.  Makoe is originally 
from the Thunder Bay area (Northwestern 
Ontario—specifically Nipigon).  He works 
mainly with acrylic/encaustic but lately 
has been experimenting into other areas.   
Makoe Steven’s prints and cards will be 
available at the new Cultural Centre and 
Indigenous Art Gallery.

The new second floor accessible Art 
Gallery opened July 26th, 2021, and will 
soon add a Cultural Centre, Indigenous Art 
Gallery and exhibit telling the history of 
the Hillsdale Mill complete with artifacts.  

The official opening of this exciting 
new space will take place in the fall.  See 
feature story in the September edition of 
the Coldwater Planet.  The Coldwater Mill 
Heritage Foundation thanks the Ontario 
Trillium Foundation for its financial support 
of the historic Coldwater Mill and community.

Steampunk 
on a Budget 

By Melissa Small

Th r i f t 
s t o r e s , 

dollar stores 
and garage 
sales are 
your friends.  
These places 
often have 
hidden gems; 
all you must 
do is look.  
The best 
finds are 
easily altered 
clothing and 
accessories.  

The easiest steampunk accessories are 
old glasses, welding goggles and costume 
jewelry.

Ladies, look for brown or tan color skirts 
and old blouses.   Gentlemen, look at old 
suit jackets or vests.   Then add accessories 
and use fabric paints to touch it up. Ruffles 
are super easy to make out of spare fabric 
and add to the collars and sleeves. 

If you are near a big box craft store, they 
usually have steampunk gears and pieces. 
Dollar stores have great space-themed 
water guns that if painted make great 
props for your cosplay.  Note:  Please do 
not fill gun with water or anything else and 
squirt people. This is not allowed at events 
and may get you banned.

You do not need a sewing machine; 
hand sewing is perfectly acceptable.  My 
first few costumes I sewed by hand. If you 
are lucky sometimes second-hand shops 
have used machines.   A small investment 
of about $100.00 can buy a new machine.  
These machines are not perfect and do not 
last forever but they do the job.  Leather, 
pleather, and other heavier material 
requires specialty needles and machines.

A few tips--Use quality thread for sewing.  
Keep it simple to start.   Fabric stores are 
pricey but usually have what is required.  
When looking for additional fabric to go 
with your cosplay bring a sample piece, so 
you do not pick up the wrong colour. Check 
sale bins and racks they sometimes hold 
diamonds in the rough.

Remember this is all for fun. Take your 
time but do not be the late-night person 
at three a.m. in the morning still sewing 
your costume for the next day. Plan your 
time wisely. I must remind myself this 
all the time. Yes, I am the person the day 
before the con sewing like a mad person. 
Happy Building!

Painting is his passion. If you ask 
John, he’ll say he has painted forever. 

Inspired by Andrew Wyeth as a young 
boy, later Tom Thomson and others from 
the Group of Seven, John continues to 
explore the dynamics of colour, light and 
design borrowing from contemporary 
masters with an impressionist flair. His 
works range from miniature to massive. 

Painting en plein air, on location and ala 
prima, all in one session is his main focus. 
Passing that joy on to others has led him 
to teaching summer courses for Fleming 
College, Southampton Art School and a 
number of other arts organizations around 
the province. Art travel tours to Provence 
in the south of France and Tuscany are all 
part of his art practice. 

T H E  C O L D WA T E R  P L A N E T  A U G U S T  2 0 2 1  PA G E  6

ARTIST PROFILE: john David Anderson 
Continued from June edition.

Indigenous Art Gallery Coming Soon to 
the Coldwater Mill

This Venus symbol painting is one of 20 original paintings spanning over three decades 
by local artist Elizabeth Barbaza-Cousineau. Look for other astronomy and astrology 
symbols in Liz’s paintings at her outdoor exhibit on the grounds at 20 Coldwater Road, 
Coldwater beginning August 7th.

The Sands of Time: Ontario 1784-1984 Quilt 
created by Nina Cotton, Longford Mills, Ontario 
This quilt was donated to the Coldwater Mill by 
Garfield Dunlop, retired local MPP.

Makoe Stevens will be selling his prints and 
cards on Saturday August 7 from 
10am to 4pm in front of Copperpot Nuts, 
2 Gray Street, Coldwater.

Six Mile Lake 2nd Session “not quite finished yet”



In previous steampunk festival years, 
you may remember the smell of a hint 

of spray paint lingering among the other 
festival aromas. Some of you may have 
been amazed or captivated by the display 
that is Spray Paint Art.

April Gonzalez, a.k.a. Phoenix, grew 
up in a ceramics shop helping her mom, 
and bartering for product as she was way 
too young to work and purchase supplies. 
Growing up in an artistic family, she would 
go to the Elmvale Flea Market to help sell 
her mother’s crafts. There she became 
awestruck by a spray paint artist who 
originated from France. 

“I was too young to handle the spray 
paint so I would watch him for hours and he 
would teach me techniques. I wanted one 
of his paintings so bad!” April remembers.  
For her birthday, April got one. She says, “It 
had three planets all done in metallic and 
had a gold pyramid. Excited I immediately 
hung it in my room.  I wanted to learn this 
art in the worst way”.

Years later April’s dad let her mess 
around with some paint. It went well, 
but sadly there was no money for new art 
supplies. Fast forward to her teen years, 
she ended up living part-time in Florida 
with her mom and stepfather. Florida is 
where she met Gerardo Armour (RIP) and 
his wife Alisa. “They were both my idols,” 
states April, “Armour was one of two 
original founders of this brilliant art form 
in Puerto Vallarta, Mexico”. After much 
time observing them, she decided to give it 
a try.  

Working random jobs, April purchased 
some paints, the rest she found. Starting 
with just five colours, April started painting 
in her neighbourhood, then progressed to 
the Dania Pier. “It was a lot of fun,” she 
reflects, “but had it challenges like fines and 
people who were not fond of street artists.”  

After a few years of working with spray 
paint, and suffering from pneumonia 
twice, April decided to take a break. In her 
twenties and thirties, she began taking 

lessons from Gerardo and Alisa to better 
her skill set. She pursued other things. 
“I have since been a florist, dog groomer, 
photographer, falconer and licensed hair 
stylist,” tells April, “But have always kept 
a hand on the things I love most and that is 
the arts, especially spray paint art.”
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ARTIST PROFILE: Bonnie Garland

ARTIST PROFILE: April Gonzalez

Bonnie Garland was first introduced 
to the Steampunk Festival here in 

Coldwater while working as a summer 
student at the Coldwater Mill Museum. 
Although she had never experienced the 
Festival before, she was more than happy 

to pull together her first Steampunk look 
in 2018.

Throughout her youth she had actively 
participated in numerous theatrical 
and musical performances with school, 
Mariposa Arts Theatre and St. Paul’s 

Centre productions.
Fortunately, she was no stranger 

to costumes, characters and corsets!
She followed her passion for 

theatre into her post secondary 
education and studied it first 
at Sheridan College and then 
continued at Ryerson University, 
where she completed her Bachelor 
of Fine Arts in Performance 
Production. Bonnie focused her 
studies on the creation of costumes 
of all types, but her independent 
study centered specitically 
around articulated metal pieces 
incorporated into historically 

influenced costumes.
Although Covid threw a wrench in 

her plans to work in professional theatre 
in Toronto directly after completing her 
degree, Bonnie has had the good fortune 
to work with friends as the Dresser 
for Season 1 of the Sawbones Society 
webseries. Recognizing her talent in 
costume design and creation, the scaled 
up season 2 production commissioned 
several pieces from her and she became 
their Head of Wardrobe. You can also catch 
Bonnie as “Doctor” Heroine’s assistant in 
both seasons of the show!

The design process for the creation 
of the Sawbones Society costumes, 
specifically the 1870’s lobster bustle with 
shelves, became an integral part of her 
portfolio. Her ability to be innovative 
and flexible in creating these Steampunk 
pieces impressed the School of Creative 
and Performing Arts at the University 

of Calgary. Bonnie has been accepted 
into the Masters of Fine Arts in Drama 
program as a design/technical candidate 
and will start this upcoming September.

Bonnie excitedly looks forward to her 
practicum in design show, The Science 
Ladies (working title), which will expand 
her experience in unusual interpretations 
of historical pieces. As she herself says, “I 
need to be prepared for anything. Bustle 
skirts may float, corsets could glow and 
everything is on the table!” She understands 
that all artistic works are influenced by 
other art.

Fortunately, the Coldwater Steampunk 
Festival has created a plethora of 
amazing costume designs for her to draw 
inspiration from!

Until she leaves for Calgary, you can 
unusually find Bonnie every Saturday at 
the Coldwater Mill Farmers Market behind 
her herb and vegetable stand.

$20.00 
tax in 

while supplies last. 

On sale at 
18 Coldwater Rd. 

August 7, 14, 21

2021 Coldwater 
Steampunk 

Festival T-shirts

Happy customer, Tony Telford, CSF past
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Grampa 
Grumpy 
Pants
By Columnist Stan joskowitz 
Note:  Opinions expressed are solely my own and do 
not express the views and opinions of my employer, 
this publication, sponsors, or creators.

We are fortu-
nate to 

have a river in 
Coldwater which 
supports salmon 
and trout.  This 
missive is aimed 
at all of you 
smokers who 

flick filthy cigarette butts on the ground.  
Thousands of these butts wash into the 
river every time it rains.  This is not the 
good kind of smoked salmon. These butts 
are not bio-degradable and are toxic to 
all creatures. Please butt out and dispose 
of your waste properly in the garbage.  
But not if lit, nitwit! Better yet try to 
quit. Smoking is not only expensive but 
shortens your life and makes you sick, 
it stinks up the air and everything else 
too!  I’m sorry to offend but Grampa has 
rheumatism and is in a crabby mood!

Professor Taelstrum’s 
Variety Show

Host, Online Prohibition Parlour

https://bit.ly/3yR9tOP

7:30 pm, Friday, August 20

John David Hickey has 
been performing as a 
storyteller since 1996, 
telling tales in concerts, 
festivals, and events 
across Canada.

Coldwater, at the 
Turn of the Century, 

Comes to Life!

FREE Architectural 
Walking Tour MAPS

AUGUST ANSWERS NExT ISSUE.

AVAILABLE 
beginning 

August 7th, 
18 

Coldwater 
Rd. while 
supplies 

last. 
A $1.00 

donation 
appreciated.

JULY ANSWERS

CREATIVE COPIES - CLOUD 9

FALLEN PHRASES - ABRAHAM LINCOLN
...if you want to test a man’s character, give him power

pair of goggles



The Bounty Hunter unmasked (well sort of).  Full story September Edition
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Before vaccina-
tion, there were 

very few ways to 
develop an immunity 
to smallpox. One 
was by surviving 
an attack (iffy at 
best). Another was 
through exposure to 

cowpox, a similar poxvirus (which happened 
as a result of milking cows with sores on their 
teats or udders).

But there was a third possibility — 
one that was used as a preventive. It was 
inoculation (also known as “ingrafting”), a 
method that had been practised in the Far 
East for centuries. This involved taking 
a tiny bit of pus from someone’s smallpox 
sore, and scratching or injecting it into 
someone else’s vein. The individual thus 
infected would experience a very mild form 
of the disease, yet still become immune to 
future outbreaks.

Unfortunately, though, he or she would 
be just as contagious as an active case...and 
the contagion that spread from this would 
be just as lethal to others. So a healthy-
looking person — whom no one would know 
to avoid — could inadvertently start an 
epidemic costing many lives. Inoculation, 
then, was actually extremely dangerous. 
A system like this could work only if the 
leader of a country had absolute power...
and used this power to ensure not only 
that all its citizens got this procedure done, 
but that the quarantines were properly 
enforced as well.

In the early 1700’s, Turkey was such a 

country. Its people had inoculation down 
to a science. Each September, thousands of 
children were brought together in groups 
of 15 or 16. The operation was performed 
on them by a set of specially-trained old 
women, and they were kept inside for 
about three weeks. These children would 
suffer no more than two or three days of 
fever. By the end, they were healthy and 
pockmark-free.

Lady Mary Montagu was the wife of 
the British ambassador to Constantinople 
(Istanbul) in 1716-18. When she learned 
about inoculation, she was quite impressed 
— including by the fact that even the 
French ambassador chose to undergo it.

Excitedly, she wrote about this method 
to a friend in England during the autumn of 
1717. “There is no example of anyone that 
has died in it,” she stated, “and you may 
well believe I am satisfied of the safety of 
the experiment, since I intend to try it upon 
my dear little son. I am patriotic enough to 
take pains to bring this useful invention 
into fashion in England.”

Under those circumstances, she made 
the right decision: if she hadn’t agreed 
to this, her son could have easily caught 
smallpox from an unprotected visitor to the 
city, and died. But when she and her family 
returned to England the following year, she 
faced condemnation and persecution. The 
clergy considered her impious for daring to 
take life and death out of the Lord’s hands. 
And the common people were taught to 
think of her as an unnatural mother who 
had risked her own child’s life.

Eventually, Lady Montagu’s series of 

letters from the East was published. By the 
1770’s, Dr. Edward Jenner must have been 
familiar with them...but sadly realized 
that inoculation could never work in Great 
Britain. Quarantines were not carried out 
effectively, and people were left on their 
own to deal with all the smallpox-infected 
beggars in the streets and tenements. There 
would need to be another answer, then.

One day in 1777, he told beautiful-
complexioned milkmaid Sarah Nelmess 
how sad it would be if smallpox were to 
ruin her pretty face. She responded that 
exposure to cowpox had made her immune 
to smallpox. When tests proved her right, 
he wondered if he could do something with 
this on a large scale.

Soon afterward, he told his idea to his 
teacher Dr. John Hunter. Dr. Hunter’s 
health had declined considerably by then 
because of the syphilis and gonorrhea he 
had made the mistake of injecting into 
himself 10 years earlier, in an attempt 
to create a cure. However, his mind was 
still clear. Although he must have been 
pleased that his student was as interested 
in eliminating disease as he was, he 
wouldn’t have wanted Dr. Jenner to act in 
haste and  make the same mistake he had. 
Consequently, Dr. Hunter encouraged him 
to look into his new idea...but also advised 
him to “be patient, be accurate.”

Dr. Jenner, shocked at his teacher’s 
sickly appearance, knew that he was right. 
So he did 18 years of careful research before 
injecting anything into anyone.

In 1796, he performed the world’s first 
vaccination on a little boy, James Phipps, 

using lymph taken from Sarah Nelmess’ 
arm. (Unlike inoculation, vaccination 
involves the use of a weakened virus or 
bacterium in order to create an immunity 
to its full-strength version.) Then he 
waited two months — to ensure that the 
vaccine properly took — before exposing 
James to smallpox. The boy did not 
contract the disease.

In 1798, after 22 more vaccinations, Dr. 
Jenner wrote a book about how cowpox 
could be used to prevent smallpox. He was 
condemned as much as Lady Montagu had 
been (the argument was that smallpox was 
“ordained” by heaven, while cowpox was a 
“profane violation of our holy religion”).

But Napoleon — who had recently 
transformed his demoralized, starving 
troops into an invincible army — read 
Dr. Jenner’s book. He was so impressed 
he immediately ordered all his troops 
vaccinated if they hadn’t already had the 
virus. He was smart enough to see that an 
empire can’t win battles if its soldiers are 
sick or dying.

Less than 10 years later, Napoleon 
became the emperor of France and Italy, 
and also controlled Germany, Switzerland, 
and Holland. He stayed in power until 1814.

I would say that at least part of the 
reason why he was able to accomplish all 
this was because vaccination gave his 
armies a temporary advantage over those 
from countries that took longer to utilize 
it. Therefore, the greatest medical advance 
in the history of the world didn’t just save 
countless millions of lives...it even affected 
world politics.

Dr. Who? Unsung Heroes of Medicine  By “Nerdette” Sue Creighton

3
CSF presents the 
Rose Garden Drag 
Show featuring 
Miss Crystal Rose. 
Join the Queen of 
Roses for a family-
friendly drag show 
for all ages. This 
variety show will 
give you laughs 
and entertainment 
featuring top hit 
songs. 

Show time is 
Saturday, August 
7th, 2pm at The 
Old Familiar.

Intro to 
Screen 

PrIntIng 
with Sharron Reynolds

Saturday, 
auguSt 7-8
Bring a white or light 
coloured T-shirt to 20 

Coldwater Rd. and try your 
hand at screen printing.

Time Machine 
Returns

08.05.2021
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Sawbones Society By Sarah Pickard

Snack Canada Day Style for the entire month of 
July at Copperpot Nuts - Their seasonal celebratory 
Red, White and Maple Roasted Peanut Blend, fills a 

hunger gap, and satisfys a sweet or salty craving. 
Snack Coldwater. Snack Copperpot.

Welcome 
    Realty

Brokerage InC.

Christine nicholls
Broker of Record — Coldwater, ON

705-955-4575
Christine@WelcomeRealtyBrokerage.com

Opening Doors to Your Dreams

Phill Holder’s
STEAMPUNK

FACTORY

Amazing Gifts Found Nowhere Else!

18 Coldwater Road
705 309 8027 
phill.holder@yahoo.ca

www.phillssteampunkfactory.com
instagram phill.holder

20 Coldwater Road

C’était l’année 1873, la date Avril 6
“C’est incroyable. L’homme est fou, 

je pense.”
Jules a reçu un télégramme d’un homme 

anglaise. 
The telegram a dit...
Dear Jules my name is Herbert George 

Wells stop The year is 1895 stop I have just 
written a book called the Time Machine 
stop I wrote the original story in 1873 stop 
I started the infernal thing after my first 
story stop Have finally finished it stop Will 
visit soon so we can voyage together stop 
Where would we meet and where would you 
like to go stop Herbert 

Sans doute, c’était une blague. Jules a 
brûlé la lettre

Avril 27 1873
Jules regarde une note étrange sur son 

bureau au milieu des papiers à lettres:
Sorry I missed you old chap, just testing 

out the time buggy, took a flyer, haha, on 

catching you in. I hope your English is 
better than my French! A few glitches but 
the contraption seems to be working well. 
Needed to get back as I had an important 
appointment with my friend Arthur. Will be 
back at precisely 1:30 next week, same day.  
Be ready to time travel! Tata for now hgw.

C’est n’est pas possible, vraiment! Je 
suis très occupé la semaine prochaine. Je 
ne tiens aucune compte de cet homme!

Il a brûlé la note 
Mai 4 1873
Une autre note sur mon bureau:
Don’t let me down Jules, I have read 

some of your books, at least all those that 
have been translated into English. I’m not 
sure your translators are doing a very good 
job with their translations-some of them 
are half of the original size.

Think of the possibilities! You and I, our 
spirits joined in exploration of technology 
and the future. The possibilities are 

boundless. Same time next week don’t 
disappoint me!

Mai 11 1873
“Est-ce que c’est vrai?”
“Oh oui Jules, c’est moi Herbert.”
“Est-ce que c’est vrai, la machine que tu 

as construit?”
“Oh oui Jules. Ou veut voyager?”
“J’aime l’Etats-Unis Herbert. J’ai une 

idée pour un conte au sujet de la Vallée de 
Coldwater à l’Etats-Unis. Est-ce que c”est 
possible d’y visiter?”

“Oh oui -attend un moment. As-tu un 
atlas?”

“Oui. La-bas.” Jules a signé.
“Il faut que nous regardons l’atlas pours 

les méridiens.”                                                                                                                
Herbert quickly consulted the atlas, 

wrote the longitude and latitude down, 
went over to the machine, adjusted the 
controls and said to Jules:

“Il est le temps d’aller.”

Les deux sont montés la machine.  
Herbert a poussé des boutons et wham! Les 
deux étaient déboutés autour d’un cabin 
de bois avec un signé “Cowan’s Landing.”  
Un homme leur a vu and a dit en Anglais? 
&*%@*?!.

Herbert said, “Where are we?” 
John Cowan said in better English 

“You’re at Cowans Landing just outside 
Coldwater Ontario in Canada. Who the 
!&*@^? are you two and what is that 
contraption?”

 Wells said, “I’m H.G.Wells and with me 
is Jules Verne.”

Jules a dit, “ **%@!??! ”   
And that was the beginning of the 

altercations that Jules and Herbert became 
famous for on their only voyage together 
on Wells’ time machine. What happened 
next was...here the author invites you to 
use your own imagination to add on to this 
story...

jules and Herbert (Story 3) By Paul Rollinson

NOTE:  This is the 3rd of 4 stories by local Historian Paul Rollinson that are meant to be the START of 4 longer stories. You can submit a section for any story or complete the story. Paul will then edit and 
create a “Choose your own adventure story” which contains his beginning and your submissions. 
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