
2019 Ural Russian-
Manufactured 
Motorcycle with 
Sidecar 
By John McQuirter  Photographer, Severn 

Production started in 1941 with 
over 9000 produced for the 

Russian army during WW2.
It started as a copy of the German 

army BMW motorcycle and has 
been updated over the years. It now 
has an electric fuel pump, teflon-
coated pistons, fuel injection and 
disk brakes.

It has a 750 cc boxer air-cooled 
engine producing 43 HP. It is not 
fast. Maximum suggested cruising 
speed is 110 kph.

With the collapse of the Russian 
economy, Ural went from 1000 employees to less then 200 and was 
eventually bought by a U.S. company. The head office is in Redmount, 
Washington with manufacturing still being done in the Ural Mountains 
of Russia.

Basically hand-built, they produce five to six per day. Canada has 
eight dealers

InTeReSTIng FaCT: During the economic bad times in Russia 
they traded Ural motorcycles for wheat with the Canadian government. 
These old bikes are commonly referred to as Wheat Bikes.
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Reilly-Marie and Jolene Brunne. 
Photo submitted by 

Amanda Brunne.

Beloved local artist 
and sign maker, 

Ron Schell blasts off 
on a new adventure 

with a move to 
Newfoundland.

Left to right: (top) Lisa Connelly, Anna Giurin, John Giurin, Russell Zeid, Deb Tice; 
(bottom) Lawrence Connelly and Melissa Small.

Thank you Matt Pettit

Abigail LaChapelle, Quest Art’s En Plein Air Collective 
painting the crew of Sawbones Society (l-r) Melissa Tralla, 

Dan Ford, Sarah and Emily Pickard, Shayleigh Plant

Virginia 
and Joseph 
Eichhorn, 
Midland



Grampa 
Grumpy 
Pants is 
Fuming Mad 
About Idling 
Engines  
By Columnist Stan Joskowitz 
Note:  Opinions expressed are solely my own and do not 
express the views and opinions of my employer, this 
publication, sponsors, or creators.

The atmosphere surrounding our 
planet is like a bubble. In this bubble 

is the mixture of gasses known as air. 
Billions of humans and other creatures 
all breathe the same air.

Think about the 
millions of diesel 
engines running 
24/7 all over the 
world. We are 
filling our bubble 
with toxic smoke. 
Of course diesel 

fuel is indispensable to our activities: 
construction, transportation, agriculture, 
industry, etc. Of all our stinky fuels diesel 
is one of the worst polluters; it not only 
reeks but it releases sooty particles which 
embed in our lungs.

The thing I’ve noticed about the drivers 
of diesel vehicles is that they hate to turn 
them off. They’ll park on Main St. and 
leave it running while they go to the bank 
or Subway.

On a muggy summer day or in winter 
during an air inversion, the smelly fumes 
hover close to the ground. Asthmatics 
run for cover; everyone else tries to 
ignore the stench. The foul fumes enter 
businesses and apartments through open 
doors and windows.

When I ask the drivers to please turn off 
their engines, the polite ones say, “I’m only 
gonna be a sec.” That second usually lasts 
around 10 minutes. The rude ones give me  
the finger or curse and swear. gentlemen 
stop your f*#king engines! There is no 
excuse for wasting fuel, and causing noise 
and air pollution. Grampa has heartburn 
and is in a vexatious mood.
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The Coldwater Planet is an independent 
FREE monthly summer news publication 
with a focus on the 2021 Coldwater Steampunk 
Festival News and area Arts & Culture. 

We hope you have enjoyed these four collectible 
newspaper editions of the Coldwater Planet. 
Thank you, hope to see you next year, and 
don’t forget the goggles!
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Coldwatersteampunk400@gmail.com
705-715-6950
www.steampunkfestivalcoldwater.com

Editor-in-Chief: Suzy Burtenshaw

Editor & Graphics: Heather Keery

Graphic Design Wendy Killaire,
& Layout: 3 Dog North Design
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ANNOUNCEMENT
The Coldwater Steampunk Festival is pleased 
to be the recipient of a $10,000.00 2021 Simcoe 
Tourism Culture and Sports grant. 
A huge thank you!

LanD aCknOWLeDgeMenT
We will begin this event The 2021 
Coldwater Steampunk online festival 
by acknowledging that we are meeting 
on aboriginal land that has been 
inhabited by Indigenous peoples 
from the beginning. As settlers, we’re 
grateful for the opportunity to meet 
here and we thank all the generations of 
people who have taken care of this land 
for thousands of years. In particular 
we acknowledge the Anishnabek 
nation, specifically the Ojibway/
Chippewa peoples of Rama First 
nation. The Coldwater heritage mill 
acknowledges that its original owners 
were the Ojibway of the Coldwater 
Narrows Reserve and that the land it 
resides on is the traditional territory of 
anishnabek (ah-nish-nah-bek) nation, 
specifically the Chippewas of Rama 
First nation Chi Miigwetch (thank you 
very much) and everyone have a safe 
and wonderful day!

We acknowledge the financial support of 
the Depart. of Canadian Heritage

Let your imagination and creativity collide: Go Galactic!
Travel back in time to the Victorian Era, and create an alternative future! 
Fueled by the Industrial Revolution and Steam-powered technology, the 
Coldwater Steampunk Festival takes you to the stars this year!

www.facebook.com/
ColdwaterSteampunkFestival
YouTube Channel: 
Coldwater Steampunk Festival TV

That’s a wrap!  We hope you had an 
opportunity to take in some of this 

year’s Coldwater Steampunk Festival’s 
activities. If not, you can still see the Time 
Machine and Rocket street art still on 
display at 20 and 32 Coldwater Rd. The 
Sawbones Society has released the much 
anticipated first episode of Season 2 on 
ColdwaterSteampunkFestivalTV youtube 
channel. Please catch up on Season 1 
and enjoy Season 2 as it unfolds. New 
animation, locations, and local actors 
were added to Season 2. Very exciting! 
Contest winners will be announced on the 
website www.steampunkfestivalcoldwater.
com. There is a limited supply of 2021 
T-shirts and festival pin-back buttons 
available until Christmas. email 
coldwatersteampunk400@gmail.com.

Hosting the 2020 and 2021 Coldwater 
Steampunk Festival during Covid-19 has 
been our greatest challenge. There were 
many sleepless nights, but in the end, we 
put our fears aside and went forward.  With 
no vendors, it was a completely different 
festival experience. But with all adversity, 
comes a few silver linings. Through our 
online platforms we reached many people 
in their homes. With the pause, we had 
time to develop some exhibits we hope 
to make permanent attractions for the 
Village of Coldwater. Most of all we had 
a chance to give people hope in times of 
trouble and unforeseen future. The 2020 
and 2021 Coldwater Steampunk Festivals 
are dedicated to those whose lives were cut 
short by Covid-19. 

Final Editorial by Suzanne Burtenshaw 

Are your young ones aware of the meaning 
of ‘ReMeMBRanCe DaY’. Maybe you 

could encourage them to create their own 
Poster or Literary submission showing 
their thoughts about Remembrance. Every 
year we invite students to submit one entry 
for each category of Posters and Poems and 
Essays showing us what Remembrance 
means to them. The contest is available to 
all students up to the age of 18 in school, 
virtual or home-schooled and stimulates 
their ideas. After judging is completed all 
entries submitted in the Coldwater area 
are posted on the upstairs walls of the 
Coldwater Legion until after Remembrance 
Day. The students enjoy the participation 

and winners of the contest receive a 
monetary award in time for Christmas.

We invite your students to take part. 
The entry deadline is Tuesday, October 19 
and you may submit them to the Branch 
directly or to your local school.  

Please be sure to attach an application 
and THe STUDenT SHOULD nOT PUT 
THEIR NAME ON THE FRONT OF THE 
ENTRY.

Your student may get an application form 
from their school, or contact the Branch 
and one will be available for you to collect.
branch270@rogers.com    705-686-3388     
Marg Murphy, Youth Education Chairman

September Rains, Falling Leaves and Kids in School Tells Us it is Almost Time for the 
Annual Royal Canadian Legion Poppy Campaign and 
Students Remembrance Poster & Literary Competition  

The most asked question by Youth 
leaders is, “How do you make people 
care?” Each camp, although in the same 
geographical area of Toronto, presented 
many unique challenges for future leaders. 
“There are lots of people across the province 
responsible for guiding our Youth and we 
want the best people to do this,” she states, 
“It might be sleepover camp or day camp or 
young people in charge of younger people.”  

Little things add up. You don’t know 
how powerful one spark can be. Base level 
is kindness and support of everybody.  
Currently (digital age) there are more 
Youth helping people in need around the 
world than ever before.  

It must come from a place of caring.  
Use whatever you have, think creatively, 
and give them opportunity. Youth have 
their own ideas for their generation—more 
perhaps than what we can imagine. Their 
imagination is limitless and pure, as we 
age ours is not. Young people need the 
opportunity and ability to have a voice.

Why are young people frustrated right 

now? There are Youth doing amazing 
things before they can even vote. It’s our 
responsibility not to squander resources 
but to remove roadblocks and foster young 
people’s ingenuity without boundaries.

You cannot make everyone care. The 
only thing you can do is to provide the 
opportunity for others to shine—don’t 
take it personally. You do what you do, put 
your heart and soul into it. What is right, 
what is true, what is moral…has value. 
You take the role, the gift of opportunity 
to mentor people in a way you think is 
right. Or you don’t.  

It’s not just about doing cool stuff or 
making cool art. It’s much more. You are 
lighting a fire, creating a spark, creating 
life in another person. You may never 
know how you have touched lives or in 
what magnitude. Have faith that everyone 
benefits from the sparks you create.

This should be everyone’s responsibility.  
We all, now more than ever, need to be 
stewards of our lives, others’ lives, and the 
place we inhabit.

A conversation on Youth with Karen Taul, from her 
experience as an area manager of five camps: 
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Dances With Witches (Story 4) By Paul Rollinson

NOTE:  This is the last of 4 stories by local Historian Paul Rollinson that are meant to be the START of 4 longer stories. You can submit a section for any story or complete the story. Paul will then edit and 
create a “Choose your own adventure story” which contains his beginning and your submissions. 

I am a shy fellow, the sort of guy who 
never lets the cheese slip off his cracker.  

Being social has always caused me anxiety, 
especially with women. I really can’t handle 
the modern dating apps as they are called, 
or the speed dating or the ‘hookup’ culture.   
I guess I’m too closed up.

So to solve this problem, I like to come 
up with ideas that allow me to meet women 
on my terms. For instance, I tried joining 
a chess club but the women were either 
patronizing or “take no prisoners” types.   
Surprising really. I thought maybe if I 
joined a Synchro club things might be a bit 
easier—lots of women! But unfortunately 
my swimming skills held me back from 
keeping up with the ladies.

Then, in the summer of 2019, I heard 
about the Witches Walk, an annual event 
In Coldwater. I decided to give it a try, there 

was no reason not to.
When I arrived I was completely 

overwhelmed by the size of the spectacle 
and the number of free spirited women who 
roamed  the streets for up to 4 hours!   I ended 
up, at the behest of 3 hags, at the Legion.   
It was a madhouse of wine drinking, beer 
guzzling witches! every table was filled to 
brimming with black hats and unearthly 
cackles. Broomsticks were left by the door 
-probably forgotten at closing time. I felt I 
had finally found the perfect place where 
I could fit in as nobody was noticing me. I 
moved comfortably between tables, sharing 
laughs and having the occasional pint with 
these gaggles of girls.

As the evening wore on I found myself 
at a small table of liberally laughing “pot 
circlers”. The conversation started to get a 
little strange as they talked about former 

witches that were known to have lived in 
the Matchedash and Severn areas in the 
early and mid-19th century.

Now this sort of historical conversation 
does intrigue me. Factual information from 
an arcane practice from a small town in 
19th century Ontario was worth exploring.

Hag to hag conversation (never did get 
their names)

“...they lived not far from here ,on the 
dark side of the river, you know, the west 
side...”

“What?”
“It’s that group over there.” she replied  

“they’re too noisy. Hey you, you yakkity pot 
stirrers, pipe down!”

“...about 1880-1890ish. She was known 
far and wide. People travelled days on the 
Coldwater Road just  to talk to her .” 

“What did you say?” I wish that hag over 

there would pipe down too. A coven?”
“A coven?   Mmm not sure.  She lived with 

a tall man, he was called Serango. They 
say all the witches loved him, they loved 
to dance with him. His feet followed every 
woman’s move. His feet were enchanted, 
his fitted theirs like a glove. They also say, 
if you can believe this, that he even danced 
with the notorious local warlock Worble.”

After I heard that I enrolled in some 
dancing classes  and you know...

Yours Truly
Bert Baumgardiner

So that’s the final tale. It would be 
appropriate if anything that was added 
to any of these stories had some factual 
information from  the Coldwater area prior 
to the end of the  Victorian era(1901) but go 
crazy gang, the sky’s the limit.

Entering 
a Costume 
Contest 

By Melissa Small

Entering a 
c o s t u m e , 

m a s q u e r a d e 
or cosplay 
competition can 
be the highlight 
of attending a 
festival or event.  
I have here a few 

common sense guidelines.    
First and foremost, Be kInD. Be kind to 

everyone, not just to other contestants but 
Judges, the volunteers working the event 
and people watching the event. Judges 
and the volunteer staff often work multiple 
events and they talk amongst themselves 
like any group. They will remember 
cosplayers that misbehaved.

Make sure you read the rules, every 
masquerade is different. There is an 
unwritten rule common to all masquerades.  
Judges decisions are final.

Respect all participants, judges, 
volunteers and attendees. If you are 
unhappy with the outcome ask the judges 
for feedback. Remember this is the judge’s 
opinion and you asked for that opinion 
when you signed up for the competition. 

Most events have an online and / or 
onsite pre-registration. They usually do 
not accept entries at the masquerade 
itself. Familiarize yourself with the entry 
requirements such as construction photos, 
entry level and stage / MC requirements. 
If an online event make sure you submit 
everything that is asked for.  

Most masquerades have several different 
entry levels. The most common levels (Class 
/ Division) are novice, Journeymen and 
Master. They often have awards like best 
headpiece and best prop / accessory. Make 
sure you know which level you fall under.

Presentation is everything. know your 
character and act like the character. If 
you are dressed as a princess then act like 
one, don’t just stand on the stage and look 
at the judges. Have a few poses already 

planned out before you get on stage. If the 
masquerade allows skits all the better. Plan 
your skit before the event and don’t try and 
make it up on stage. If possible check out 
the stage / floor ahead of time and plan you 
entrance and exit areas. The judges and 
attendees love a show. keep it Pg.  

Remember this is for fun. Self care is of 
the utmost importance. Eat and drink. Eat 
a protein bar, apples or some other healthy 
food / snack. Drink lots of WATER. 

A few things to remember. All 
Masquerades are different so read the rules 
and talk with the organizers. Be honest 
with the judges. Be kind.  And of course 
have fun.

Until next time.
Melissa

Siblings, Dax and Éire Lundy.

2nd Place Costume Contest Winner
Jennifer Goodwin

1st Place Costume Contest Winner 
Melissa Small

ANSWER  
 
Fallen Phrases – Mary Shelley  
 
Beware; for I am fearless and therefore powerful 
Mary Shelley, Frankenstein 
 

July Answers: 
The Logical Puzzle 
was Illogical. Sorry.

Canadiana Heritage

Mini Fair
September 25th, 2021 ~ All Day
1474 Woodrow Road, Coldwater



Callie from Moonstone

John, Angela Van Mazyk and Will Johnston 
from Moonstone

Nurse Barb Klip

Michelle Guy Feelin’ Good Band

Ashley and John Hardie

Penny, Pam and Faith having a fabulous time. Jesse Bell and Karen Taul

Tommy and 
Sebastien of 
Coldwater

Sharron Reynolds 
rocking the 
silk screening!

Novia Ng, Toronto

John and Cat Emberson of Orillia, Ontario at the Coldwater Thursday Night Car Show.

Wendy Weatherall 
and Laurie Michalski 
stopped byAutumn and Ewa

Sue Creighton and Stan Joskowitz

Rose Garden Drag Show 
at The Old Familiar

Ava LeBlanc, Matthew Lund, Elora O’Connor, Rhonda and Brandon Joslin

Waubaushene



Maya, Charlotte, Lucas, Holly from Ottawa

New friends Callie and Clementine 
at the Craft Tent

Phill 
Holder’s 
Steampunk 
Factory’s 
Alien

Alex Rothermel, North Simcoe, ON (neé Spain)

Ivy McKendry, Elmvale

Cecelia Fitzgerald tries out the 
Community Piano

Kaitlin LaHay, Jon, Aidan Liscombe 
Midland Ontario Bionix

Arthur and Harriet Law, Toronto

Adya, Bodhi, Parker, Nick, and Tara Langille/
Oro-Medonte

Gavin and Aiden Grove, 
Severn

Thank you Judy Gilchrist for keeping 
everything clean and organized in Craft Tent.

Colin Bidmead 
tickling the 
old ivories.

Dylan Lock and 
Sean Venner at 

The Old Familiar

Live Street Art Spray Painting 
by April Gonzalez

Brianna and Cassie, 
old friends reunited



Lawrence 
Connelly 

is an Ottawa 
born artist 
who for the 
last 21 years 
calls Orillia, 
Ont. home. 
L a w r e n c e 
credits his 
older sister 
for inspiring 
him to 
draw.  “She 
was always 
painting and 
creating,” he 
remembers, 
“Art supplies 
were a part 
of her life.”

About 15 
years ago 
L a w r e n c e 
s t a r t e d 
d o o d l i n g 

in a little book. “My wife had just been 
diagnosed with cancer and we never knew 
how long we would be waiting at doctor 
appointments,” he tells. “Drawing helped 
me with anxiety by releasing stress and 
tension. No one knew, I kept it secret,” 
he states. “Then somebody noticed my 
drawings and encouraged me—so I started 
taking it everywhere I went.”  

Fast forward fifteen years and Lawrence’s 
wife is cancer free. His daughter, now 
grown, loves cosplay and creating too.  
Lawrence has always liked Sci-Fi and 
fantasy. A friend wished he lived closer 
to Toronto so he could help at a Star Trek 
convention. “I wasn’t sure what a Comicon 
was, plus when the kids were little, I had no 
time,” says Lawrence.  

Tickets to Disney on Ice, changed all 
that. “It was March break, and I was in 
Toronto taking my daughter to the show.  
The Toronto Comicon (now FaneXPO) was 
on. It was $20.00 to get in, so we went for 
the afternoon,” recalls Lawrence. “We both 
fell in love.”

Lawrence’s first costume build was 
LInk from ZeLDa because it was easy 
(other than the shield), which he made 
from wood.  “What else can I build?”, he 

thought. Then came Robin from Batman. 
Marosa followed. Marosa is a character 
created by Lawrence Connelly. “She is the 
last soul witch,” he describes.

The Coldwater Witches Walk:
“My wife was still undergoing cancer 

treatment, so I took my daughter to the 
Witches Walk. I needed something to take my 
mind off it. Lisa was still a teenager, and she 
was excited to go. I found out the event was 
meant for women only after I had promised 
my daughter we could go,” says Lawrence.

Lawrence wondered if he should go in 
street clothes as a chaperone? Then thought, 
“If I keep quiet no one will know because the 
costume has a full mask.”  This is how his 
female WITCH character was born!

Lisa was all dressed and ready to go. Off 
they went to Coldwater. after a few “Hey 
Dads”, Lawrence had to tell his daughter…
don’t call me Dad!” His costume was so good 
he was given a tag to enter the costume 
contest. Lawrence went to hand the ticket 
back, but the person walked away leaving 
the ticket in his hand. “My daughter 
thought it was hilarious seeing her dad 
up on the stage with all the women. The 
judge came along and asked me what kind 
of witch was I? The wrong kind,” Lawrence 
replied, “and lifted my mask!”

an artist never satisfied, Lawrence 
Connelly has redone his witch costume 
four times, sometimes combining it with 
Scarecrow, and Steampunk. “I never tire 
of adding the little details like LeD lights, 
or antiquing with string, burlap and spray 
paint, for an older, weathered, realistic 
look,” he says.  

To keep hand and mind busy when his 
wife was sick, Lawrence also worked with 
air dry clay creating fantasy characters 
of his own like EUPHORIA and RUNT, 
complete with back stories. “The back 
story comes first,” he describes when 
creating a fantasy-based character. “Then 
you create a physical background and 
place in the setting.”

Self-taught at sketching by using 
reference materials, Lawrence draws with 
pencil first, to get the line work down.  
Then once satisfied, goes over with ink, and 
adds shading. “I learn shading by doing”, 
he states. “Where and when would the 
shadows fall? then repetition.” He also likes 
the simplicity of drawing tribal art.  The 

curls and swirls with no shadows.  Lawrence 
used to sell his drawings at Conventions or 
by commission. Employed with Home Depot 
for the past 21 years, he created a series 
named “PIke HUnTeRS” for a friend from 
work’s annual fishing weekend. “Truth 
be told I don’t like the stress of having a 
commission tattoo or other work, I prefer to 
draw because I like to,” he admits.  

an original gamer, Lawrence has been 
playing Dungeons and Dragons in Barrie 
since it was invented (1980’s). “Most of my 
character ideas are inspired by D and D. I 
love the community aspect of it, the cross of 
worlds and people,” he says. Runt was born 
because D and D had switched edition’s and 
he was not familiar with the new rules. “I 
would get attached to a character, then it 
would die,” he laments. “So, I took all the 
attributes of each character I liked and put 
them into one person. This is how RUNT 
was born.”  

“RUNT is a 
ridiculous cat-
like creature 
with too many 
character i s t i cs 
that needed to be 
offset so I made 
her three feet tall 
and a holy terror 
of all fur and teeth 

who never stops moving. RUNT’s back story 
is 50 pages long, EUPHORIA’S is long too,” 
tells Lawrence.

Creating a costume: “I start with 
a blank mask, then go to town,” says 
Lawrence.  good with the public, he has 
been photographed by everyone. Despite 
the scary look death eater mask, Lawrence 
is an approachable cosplayer who loves to 
interact with festival goers by playing into 
his characters. “I created a WANTED poster 
of myself. On Harry Potter night a lady was 
terrified by my spider, so I apologized and 
put it away,” he tells. 

Thankful to the person long ago whom 
encouraged him to share his art instead 
of keeping it a secret and therefore 
limited to just one person. “It helped me 
relax, it’s a healthy outlet for anxiety and 
depression…if you enjoy doing it…just do 
it,” imparts Lawrence.  

This fall keep an eye out for Lawrence 
Connelly (in costume), he’ll be around!
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Aries (March 21 - April 19)
You’re not one to say sorry, but 
you’d best start after you back 
into the car of the proctologist 
you’re seeing soon. 

Taurus (April 20 - May 20)
Don’t deny Uranus’ need for 
adventure. Start your autumn 
with a big bang!

Gemini (May 21 - June 20)
Don’t spread yourself too thin 
this Fall-there’s not much of you 
left to go around. Hide. Now.

Cancer (June 21 - July 22)
Playtime is over, but at least 
there will be no regrets...well...
maybe that one time at band 
camp...with that Taurus fellow...

Leo (July 23 - August 22)
There are some things you 
can only learn the hard way, 
but since you’re such a dunce 
I wouldn’t worry about it.

Virgo 
(August 23 - September 22)
Your core qualities will build 
something solid and lasting. 
Sadly your core qualities are 
nagging and nasty. What are 
you going to build with those 
two charming traits? Might 
I suggest a locking, sound-
proof room for others to 
escape you? 

Libra 
(September 23 - October 22)
Even though you give your 
best to loved ones they want 
more. Don’t disappoint...
invite them over for supper 
and make them something 
“real special”. Your Alpo® 
meatloaf with a side order of 
kibble will have them begging 
for more.

Scorpio 
(October 23 - November 21)
You’re finally ready to tackle that 
hemorrhoid harvesting you’ve 
been avoiding. Bottoms up.

Sagittarius
(November 22 - December 21)
No more hiding behind your 
mountain of work to avoid 
intimacy. Clear that desk and 
see what type of action can 
take place up top!

Capricorn
(December 22 - January 19)
Back to School this year isn’t 
going to be quite what you 
hoped it would be. The person 
that stalked you this summer is 
in All of your classes.

Aquarius 
(January 20 - February 18)
You’ll have wings this 
month and feel like you can 
accomplish anything. But you 
won’t. You’ll fail. As usual. 

Pisces (February 19 - March 20)
You want to put your life in 
order, but you’re too lazy to 
make it happen.

  Coldwater 
Horrorscope

~ For Amusement only ~

TheARTIST PROFILE: Connelly Art Creations 
continued from July Edition

Hello, my 
name is 

Ner and I will 
be telling you 
a little bit of 
details about 
me.

My Mom 
and I are from 
Burma, but I 

was born in Thailand. We had to flee the 
country and come to Canada because of 
the war in Burma. We were saved by a 
refugee camp and then sponsored by two 
wonderful people, Susan and Terry from 
Penetanguishene, Ontario.

I enjoy playing the piano and the Ukulele 
along with listening to music. Most of all I 
get my inspiration from Harry Styles and 
Olivia Rodrigo. They both teach me to be 

myself and follow my dreams.
When I grow up, I would like to teach 

music and be an adjudicator. If neither of 
those work out, I will try my hardest to 
start a career as a celebrity. 

Some hobbies I like to do during my free 
time are dancing, figure skating, online 
shopping, tumbling, and hanging out with 
friends. I do hope you enjoyed reading this 
mini story about me.

ARTIST PROFILE: Ner K’pru Shee

This is the second summer of the 
COVID-19 pandemic, and the second 

time our beloved Coldwater Steampunk 
Festival has been disrupted. The organizers 
had to pivot to come up with a worthy 
event. A lot of the activity has been virtual 
on the internet, there were also interesting 
live activities in town.

August 7th was a hot steamy Saturday.  
Many costumed people took part, and 
a great time was had by all.  I began my 
day at the Farmer’s Market at the Mill.  
Mackenzie Hillard was in costume and 
proudly displayed a rickshaw, which is 

an original from India, covered in gaudy, 
kitschy art. She is going to transform it into 
a Steampunk transport vehicle. I bought 
so much fresh, local organic produce from 
her and the others that I could barely carry 
it all. I make a point of buying something 
from each of them every Saturday.

I went home and my partner Sue and 
I donned our costumes and visited the 
artisans at 18-20 Coldwater Rd. We saw a 
time machine as well as aliens from distant 
galaxies. at 2:00 pm we made our way to the 
Old Familiar Pub across the street for axe-
throwing and a unique Drag show starring 

Miss Crystal Rose and a Coldwater Cowboy 
named Ryder Finlay, who played guitar 
and sang. a Drag Show must be a first for 
Coldwater, and I am sure the old stodgy 
pioneers were spinning in their graves. 

It is 2021 and even the many locals in 
attendance had a rowdy good time, HEE 
HAW! This all took place safely on the 
patio outdoors. The beer and the food 
were flowing. It was so good to party with 
friends and strangers in person after many 
frustrating months of lockdowns. What a 
fantastic day of entertainment!

Steampunk Report Aug. 7, 2021  By Stan Joskowitz 

Note:  Opinions expressed are solely Wendy Killaire’s and 
do not express the views and opinions of my employer, this 
publication, sponsors, or creators.



The Renaissance 
(from the 1300’s 

through the 1500’s) 
was a time of 
revival in classical 
art, literature, 
science, astronomy, 
and architecture. 
But the European 

cities themselves had no drainage, and were 
densely crowded. As a result, they were 
filled with filth, flies, vermin, and infection. 
even the dwelling-houses contained open 
cesspools. And hospitals — especially those 
for the poor — were just as scary.

A Paris charity hospital was described 
thusly by Max nordau: “In one bed of 
moderate width lay four, five, or six sick 
persons beside each other...individuals 
affected with infectious disease...beside 
others only slightly unwell; on the same 
couch, body against body, a woman groaned 
in the pangs of labor [sic], a nursing 
infant writhed in convulsions, a typhus 
patient burned in the delirium of fever, a 
consumptive coughed his hollow cough...
The most miserable food was doled out 
to them in insufficient quantities and at 
irregular intervals...The whole building 
fairly swarmed with the most horrible 
vermin, and the air of a morning was so vile 
in the sick wards that the attendants did 
not venture to enter them without a sponge 
saturated with vinegar held before their 
faces. The bodies of the dead ordinarily lay 
twenty-four hours, and often longer, upon 
the deathbed before they were removed, and 
the sick during this time were compelled to 
share the bed with the rigid corpse, which 
in this infernal atmosphere soon began to 
stink, and over which the green carrion-
flies swarmed...”

not surprisingly, one-fifth of the 
patients in this hospital died — and so 
did most of the infants and young children 
there as well.

(Jewish doctors were different: they were 

expected to follow the hygiene and sanitation 
rules from Leviticus and Deuteronomy 
regarding quarantine, the burning of 
infected materials, proper washing after 
touching something dead, and the disposal 
and burial of excrement. Unfortunately, 
though, Jews were forbidden to practise 
medicine...except for the very few hired by 
certain nobles and church officials.)

Nursing was substandard too. In Roman 
Catholic hospitals, the job was done by 
nuns, who fed sweets to patients based on 
how pious they seemed to be, or whether 
they recited their rosaries with sufficient 
zeal. In the other hospitals, the nurses were 
(deservedly or not) seen as incompetent 
drunks and prostitutes. That reputation 
lasted for a long time...and, in Charles 
Dickens’ 1843 novel Martin Chuzzlewit, 
this type was immortalized as the alcoholic 
nurse “Sairey Gamp”.

The earliest training of nurses (which 
was rather limited) didn’t begin until 
1833 when Theodore Fieldner, pastor of a 
small German town, with the help of his 
wife taught discharged female prisoners 
to care for the sick. Three years later, he 
founded a nursing school for deaconesses. 
Englishwoman Florence Nightingale 
attended this school in 1851, and also 
received similarly-limited training in Paris.

But she continued to learn. After 
returning to England, she met Dr. 
Elizabeth Blackwell. They became good 
friends, and had long conversations about 
how to improve hospitals and the nursing 
profession. What Nightingale wanted was 
great schools that could train the right kind 
of women in the intelligent and scientific 
care of the sick.

In 1853, Nightingale became 
superintendent of a small London hospital. 
She reorganized it so successfully, the 
following year the British government 
requested that she head a mission to Crimea 
(where Britain was fighting a war with 
Russia) and — with a unit of nurses — take 

charge of the barrack and field hospitals. 
These she found in scandalous condition. 
So she insisted on better hygiene, even 
though she didn’t know the part played by 
bacteria in causing infection.

(About seven years earlier, Hungarian 
doctor Ignaz Semmelweis had cleaned up 
his Vienna maternity hospital...as well as 
insisted that the doctors properly sterilize 
their hands before delivering babies or 
performing internal examinations. This 
had reduced the maternal mortality rate 
there from over 12% to less than 1% within 
two years. But he had been let go in 1849, 
his discovery ignored or discredited. And 
in 1854, the book he wrote hadn’t been 
published yet, so Nightingale would not 
have been familiar with his findings.)

What she did know was that cleanliness, 
pure water, fresh air, and sunlight were 
essential in caring for the sick. However, 
her attempts to supply these, and other 
necessary furnishings and supplies, 
to the wounded men were hindered by 
bureaucratic army regulations. She 
faced bitter opposition, and her work was 
treated with indifference by war officials in 
england. But the officers and men praised 
her...including for the way she and her 
nurses relieved the suffering of the soldiers. 
Eventually the authorities were reluctantly 
forced to recognize the value of her work.

When the Crimean War ended in 1856, 
Nightingale returned to England, and 
introduced sanitary measures in British 
hospitals. By 1860, her report on army 
conditions had been published by the 
British government, and she had been 
honoured by the Queen.

Money was raised for her to found 
the Nightingale Home for the training 
of nurses at St. Thomas’ Hospital in 
London: the first proper nursing school 
in Europe. The nurses who were taught 
there soon became widely in demand, so 
other schools were established. Within a 
few years, the drunks and prostitutes were 

replaced by nightingale’s well-educated, 
dedicated graduates, raising the standards 
of nursing, and making the profession 
dignified and respectable.

By now, Nightingale was so frail and 
burned-out by her hard work in Crimea, 
she was bedridden much of the time. But 
she worked unceasingly in spite of her 
broken health. “The very first requirement 
in a hospital,” she said, “is that it should 
do the sick no harm.” So she created the 
“Nightingale ward”, in which three sides 
of a ward had windows to admit light and 
fresh air...the number of beds was reduced 
to prevent crowding...and the focus was 
on cleanliness and the comfort of patients. 
This significantly decreased the infection-
related death rate.

As well, she worked on the sanitary 
reform of India, conducted a study of 
midwifery, and helped establish visiting 
nurse services. She worked for the reform 
of the poor laws, and proposed separate 
institutions for the sick, the incurable, the 
mentally ill, and children. And she also 
wrote four books about hospitals, nursing, 
and health teaching.

Her advice was sought by the 
authorities on matters of sanitation and 
nursing for the rest of her life. In 1907, 
she was the first woman to be given the 
British Order of Merit. (And, long before 
that, Henry Longfellow immortalized her 
as “The Lady with the Lamp” in his poem 
Santa Filomena.)

Florence Nightingale revolutionized 
nursing...and hospitals. So the next time 
you’re a patient in one, you can thank 
her (and her successors) for the good 
care that you receive. And because of her 
reforms — and those of fellow medical 
revolutionaries like Louis Pasteur, and 
Drs. Blackwell, Semmelweis, Lister, and 
others — you can also be grateful for the 
fact that your room is clean...and that you 
don’t have to share your hospital bed with 
a decomposing corpse.
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Dr. Who? Unsung Heroes of Medicine  By “Nerdette” Sue Creighton

CAN YOU ESCAPE thE FOLLOWER?
The Follower outdoor haunt experience returns to 
Escape Challenge North this October.  Come play this 
terrifying game, located just outside of Coldwater.  
Featured on Narcity and Breakfast television, this event 
sells out fast so book your spot soon. 
Select your scare level; Day, Dusk, or Dark.  Minimum 6 
players (recommended 10 players maximum), $35 per 
player. Estimated one hour experience.
Not recommended for children (under 18 require an 
adult player).

Relentlessly it moves towards you, it will not stop... 
unless you can lift the curse in time.  Your team will 
wander the field and forest, seeking clues, unlocking 
secrets, struggling to stay beyond the reach of the 
follower.  Think quickly, keep moving, it’s always 
drawing nearer...
Details & Booking @ escapechallengenorth.com/the-
follower

Hey Kids! Visit Sylvia’s Garden on 
Hallowe’en for a treat at

20 Coldwater Rd.
Karen Silk of Coldwater 
enjoying the patio at The 
Coffee Cabin



Royal Tea, Restaurant Review 
By Elizabeth Anne Barbaza-Cousineau

Recently, Suzy Burtenshaw and I had 
the pleasure of experiencing the Royal 

Tea in Midland Ontario. The lovely Roberta 
Douglas, Mistress of Ceremonies (owner, 
scone baker--she does it all), is a long-time 
supporter of the Coldwater Steampunk 
Festival. We can’t thank her enough for 
creating such a desirable--so dear to our 
Steampunk hearts-- destination, both 
delightful and delicious.

The delectable delicacies were reasonably 

priced and pleasingly displayed in an artful 
visual aesthetic. The dainty yet sizeable 
3-tiered platter came laden with a feast 
of unique tastes in sandwiches, scones, 
and sweet treats, with a side of jam and 
authentically created clotted cream. 

The selectively sourced loose-leaf teas 
from a Canadian company were top notch.  
I look forward to trying more of them.  
There were so many choices, so enjoyably 
presented, it made the experience more 
of an exquisite ceremony to delight in. 
The décor, dashing, and elegant teapots 
enhanced the festivity--indeed we got 
royal treatment.

When not at Royal Tea (which also sports 
a full line British gift and food shop) you 
may find Roberta at her family run Bell 
Falls Campground, a great place to stay.

In addition to the shop, Royal Tea is 
planning a mobile cart in time for 2022 
Steampunk Festival! In the meantime, I 
highly recommend you plan a visit to Royal 
Tea, a great place to be!
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Lego® Corner: Mission Accomplished 
By Elizabeth Anne Barbaza-Cousineau

Roberta (Bobby) Douglas new owner of 
Royal Tea on King

Shop Coldwater Village for all your pumpkin-spiced soap, lattés, nuts and more.

1st Place Winner:
Hot Air Balloon by Grace Fountain

Tied for 2nd Place:
Space Ship by Chris Fountain

Tied for 2nd Place:
Connor Buss

Although we had an inkling our Lego®  

displays might be popular, we could 
not have anticipated the overwhelming 
joy expressed by this year’s festival 
attendees. From wide eyed babes in 
arms, basking in the cornucopia of colour 
and visual stimulation, to children just 
getting started, all ages of avid builders, 
and older adults reminiscing about their 
building days (some ready to once again 
bring out the bricks). The constant flow 
of appreciating viewers over the 18 day 
exhibit has inspired us to continue our 
Harry Potter inspired mission.   

My son Rowan and I shared many a 
teary exchange, as our efforts seemed to 
spark the desire for renewed creativity in so 
many who’d forgotten the fun, pleasure, and 
satisfaction that Lego® building can bring. 
We also greatly appreciate the wonder and 
enjoyment from those who have never put 
two bricks together but loved what they 
saw (some now driven to dabble)! 

What was most lovely, was the validation 
from so many ‘closet builders’ who realized 

that building is not only back, but a popular 
TV maker show, and now in the mainstream 
FOR aLL ageS. Building is a prized and 
recognized skill and art-form, as well as a 
family and community recreation, with a 
bonus:  stress reducer!

It was a privilege to build for all of you, 
the: wow’s; amazing’s; and unbelievable’s; 
made it worthwhile for us to share our 
creative obsession. Thank you for your 
appreciation!

A very special ‘thank you’ goes to this 
year’s Coldwater Steampunk Festival 
Lego® Contest participants, our 3 winners 
(2 children, 1 adult) who executed amazing, 
creative, and technically challenging 
builds. as the official judges, Rowan and I 
were duly impressed with the imaginative 
interpretations of the theme/category, and 
how each of the three builds far exceeded 
creative boundaries and technical execution 
which resulted in well built pieces of 
artistry. We appreciate your efforts and look 
forward to next year’s submissions!

BIA declares October Witch’s Month in Coldwater
Calling women to dress up in Witch’s Wear and shop Coldwater. 

Participating stores and restaurants may offer special promotions for 
dressed-up Witches. Starting Friday, September 24th, 2021, select stores 
will have Witch’s Passports to hand out. Shoppers will have the month 
of October to get their passports stamped. Once completed, Witches are 
to hand in their passports to the Witch’s Bucket located at the Clothes 

Closet, 9 Coldwater Rd. at the end there will be a draw of 5 - $50.00 Coldwater dollars 
and 10 - $25.00 gift certificates from participating businesses. Watch for the Witch sign on 
shop doors to find the participating passport businesses. each week there will be a contest: 
1. colouring page, 2. carve a pumpkin, 3. scavenger hunt, 4. surprise final contest. Follow 
the Coldwater Village on the River BIa Facebook page and www.villageofcolddwater.ca for 
updates.  Please follow all provincial Covid-19 safety protocols.


